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1.  Tell briefly (in a few sentences) what the following terms mean or what the following persons are known for. Please also make sure to mention to which time period these terms belong or in which time period these persons lived. (10%)

shi-nō-kō-shō


haihan chiken


Motoori Norinaga
Fukuzawa Yukichi

2.  Describe how Japan’s view of the outside world changed from the Edo period to the end of the First World War (from 1600 until 1918)? (30%)
3.  Mention the characteristics of the Meiji Constitution. Why was it construed in this way? Why did it work completely different in daily political practice? Mention the characteristics of the real political structure under the Meiji Constitution and explain how it was possible to have genrō-cabinets, party cabinets and ‘national unity’ cabinets under one and the same constitution. (30%)
4.  Explain how in 1941 Japan ended up fighting the United States of America, a country many times stronger than Japan. Weren’t there any more peaceful and/or rational alternatives? Was Japan an inherently aggressive nation? (30%)
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