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Give a functional analysis of the two texts below, including 1) the experiential and logical, 2) interpersonal and 3) textual meta-functions.

As advised in the handout from last week, you should start by chunking the material of each text into clause constituents.  Make specific comments on the taxis and the logico-semantic relations between the clauses in any clause combination. Also, identify any cases of grammatical metaphors, but suspend the actual analysis of the clauses of combinations and of metaphors until you deal with the material where they occur.

The analyses can be done most easily by copying out each of the numbered sentences in the two texts three times. For each meta-function, provide relevant functional labels. Minor problems of analysis should be commented on as you progress through your analyses.

Then write an essay in which you discuss major problems of analysis, demonstrate awareness of differences between the two texts, and awareness of wordings and patterns which in some way stand out as predominant, stylistically noteworthy or rhetorically interesting. Finally, discuss their contexts of situation and culture in terms of field, tenor, mode and purpose, and give a personal assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of Systemic Functional Grammar.

Throughout your essay you should refer to specific linguistic features of the texts to substantiate your views. 

The total number of pages of your script will range from 7-12, depending on your form of presentation.

For ease of reference the orthographic sentences (i.e. from one full stop to the next) of text one have been numbered consecutively from (1) to (13);  those in text two from (a) to (k).

Text 1

(1) Now don’t you come all libertarian with me. (2) Don’t you try to pretend there is 

something anti-Tory about banning plastic bags.

(3) I think I qualify as the single most rabidly freedom-loving columnist on this paper. (4) I 

have sounded the alarm against bans on smoking, snacking and smacking and I have 

inveighed against just about every example of nanny-statery you can think of.

(5) Yet, when I saw that London councils have unanimously decided, with cross-party 

approval, to do away with the plastic bags given out free in the capital’s shop, I am 

afraid my heart sang.

(6) It is especially now when the leaves are off the trees that you can see the way 

these bags insult the landscape. (7) They clog drains. (8) They disfigure the ditches.

(9) According to marine biologists, there were hardly any plastic bags to be found in the oceans in the 70s and 80s; now they are cropping up everywhere, from Spitzbergen in the north to the Falkland Islands in the south.

(10) Who stopped the burning of the filthy coal that produced the terrible London fogs? 

(11) Who stopped children being sent up chimneys? (12) Who stopped raw sewage being 

pumped into the Thames?  (13) Tories, every time.

Text 2

(a) One of the most exciting features of systemic functional linguistics (SFL) is probably that it provides revealing insight into what is happening in language - that 

something useful can be done with the analysis.

(b) The overall framework of the model was outlined in chapter 1. (c) In this chapter 

attention is focused on how the framework can be used in the analysis of texts.

(d) SFL is a complex theory. (e) It may easily put the beginner off, but its complexity is 

offset by the light the theory sheds on real language use in situational and cultural 

contexts. (f) Rather than trying to condense all this complexity into a single brief account, 

we shall provide a break-down into levels of analysis that hopefully makes your initial attempt at applying it more manageable.

(g) What you have to do first is to locate yourself in relation to the overall map of 

possibilities. (h) There are a number of different types of units that you may be working with. (i) The basic unit is the clause, but no convincing SFL-work can be done unless 

the clause is, initially, chunked into units correctly. (j) These units allow an analysis in 

terms of class and function. ( k) The latter splits into three meta-functions: the 

experiential, the interpersonal and the textual.


