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Answer ONE of the following questions.

1. ‘The literature on Wuthering Heights is abundant and its incoherence striking. Even more than some other great works of literature this novel seems to have an inexhaustible power to call forth commentary and more commentary.’
(J. Hillis Miller)

Write an essay in which you explore some of the textual features that have made Wuthering Heights so productive for literary criticism.

OR

2. ‘Far from being writers – founders of their own place, heirs of the peasants of earlier ages now working on the soil of the language, diggers of wells and builders of houses – readers are travellers; they move across fields they did not write, despoiling the wealth of Egypt to enjoy it themselves. Writing accumulates, stocks up, resists time by the establishment of a place and multiplies its production through the expansionism of reproduction. Reading takes no measures against the erosion of time (one forgets oneself and also forgets), it does not keep what it acquires, or it does so poorly, and each of the places through which it passes is a repetition of the lost paradise.’
(Michel de Certeau)

Taking this quotation as your starting point, write an essay in which you assess the ways in which reception studies has contributed towards a revaluation of the role of the reader. You may restrict your discussion to an examination of two or three theorists on your syllabus.

OR

3. Write an essay in which you examine the durability of one of the literary texts on your syllabus. In your discussion you should refer to examples of this text’s afterlife, whether in the form of editions, adaptations, criticism and/or other cultural expressions.

