UNIVERSITETET 
I OSLO

[image: image1.png]


 Institutt for litteratur, områdestudier og europeiske språk
HJEMMEEKSAMEN
2005/HØST
ENG2329 – Reception Studies
3 dager  








   Mandag 05.12. 2005
=====================================================================
Besvarelsen leveres i to stiftede eksemplarer m/ utfylt fuskeskjema. 

Kandidatnummer (finnes i StudentWeb) skal stå øverst i høyre hjørne på hver side av besvarelsen. 

Forside skal inneholde: Kandidatnummer, eksakt tittel på valgt oppgave, navn på emne og semester. 

NB! Ikke kandidatens navn!  Alle sider skal nummereres.

Leveres: 08.12.2005, rom 811, Niels Treschows hus, kl. 12.00-15.00
Answer ONE of the following questions.
1. ‘I propose here to question the accepted view that a classic work does not depend for its status upon the circumstances in which it is read and will argue exactly the reverse: that a literary classic is a product of all those circumstances of which it has traditionally been supposed to be independent’. (Jane Tompkins)

Write an essay in which you discuss Tompkins’ claim about the radical historicity of the classic. In support of your arguments for and/or against Tompkins, you should draw on the reception histories of AT LEAST TWO of the texts on your syllabus.

OR

2. ‘Far from being writers – founders of their own place, heirs of the peasants of earlier ages now working on the soil of the language, diggers of wells and builders of houses – readers are travellers; they move across fields they did not write , despoiling the wealth of Egypt to enjoy it themselves. Writing accumulates, stocks up, resists time by the establishment of a place and multiplies its production through the expansionism of reproduction. Reading takes no measures against the erosion of time (one forgets oneself and also forgets), it does not keep what it acquires, or it does so poorly, and each of the places through which it passes is a repetition of the lost paradise’.

(Michel de Certeau)

Taking this quotation as your starting point, write an essay in which you assess some of the ways in which the study of reception has contributed to a revaluation of the role of the reader. You may restrict your discussion to the consideration of two or three theorists on your syllabus.

OR

3. Wuthering Heights is often seen as one of the world’s greatest love stories. Write an essay in which you consider why this text’s romantic appeal has been so enduring.

SLUTT
Side 1 av 1

