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You are allowed to use an English–English dictionary and your handwritten paper.

All questions must be answered in English.
All answers must be written on copy-sheets.
There are two sections: 

I. Passages: Choose FOUR (4) of the following passages.  For each of the four passages that you have chosen, you will do two things:  1. Identify the author, and 2.  Tell me what the author is trying to achieve in this passage and/or in the larger work from which it is drawn.  Be specific, and try and get at those elements that most distinguish this author from other authors.   The best responses will refer to specific aspects of the author’s style and/or specific aspects of the passage on the exam. 

I recommend that you spend no more than 1 hour and 10 minutes on this part of the exam. 

1.

This is the place.

And I am here, the mermaid whose dark hair

streams black, the merman in his armored body.

We circle silently

about the wreck

we dive into the hold.

I am she: I am he

 
2.  
the darkness sur-

rounds us, what

can we do against

it, or else, shall we &

why not, buy a goddamn big car,

drive, he sd, for   

christ’s sake, look   

out where yr going.

3.

who dreamt and made incarnate gaps in Time & Space through images juxtaposed, and trapped the archangel of the soul between 2 visual images and joined the elemental verbs and set the noun and dash of consciousness together jumping with sensation of Pater Omnipotens Aeterna Deus

to recreate the syntax and measure of poor human prose and stand before you speechless and intelligent and shaking with shame, rejected yet confessing out the soul to conform to the rhythm of thought in his naked and endless head,

the madman bum and angel beat in Time, unknown, yet putting down here what might be left to say in time come after death,


4.

It can be pain. (As now, as all his

flesh hurts me.) It can be that. Or

pain. As when she ran from me into

that forest.

                Or pain, the mind

silver spiraled whirled against the

sun, higher than even old men thought

God would be. Or pain. And the other.


5.

Jeff. Gene. Geronimo. And Bop.

They cancel, cure and curry.

Hardly the dupes of the downtown thing   

the cold bonbon,

the rhinestone thing. And hardly

in a hurry.

Hardly Belafonte, King,

Black Jesus, Stokely, Malcolm X or Rap.   

Bungled trophies.

Their country is a Nation on no map.

II. Short to medium-length questions.   Choose FIVE (5) of the following questions.  Answer them as completely and precisely as you can, using no more than 4 sentences.   Some questions will only require a word or phrase for an answer; others will require 2-4 sentences to answer
I recommend you spend no more than 30 minutes on this portion of the exam. 
1.  What is one of the two main points Olson makes in “Projective Verse”?

2. In Invisible Man,  a number of paper documents play a key role in shaping the narrator’s life.  Describe two of these documents.

3. Describe the technology on the Prankster’s bus:
4.  What is the occupation of the central character in Baldwin’s “Going to Meet the Man”? 

5. What does Doctorow think about history? 

6. In “Sonny’s Blues,” what does Sonny’s older brother hear in the music Sonny plays at the night club?

The grades will be published in Studentweb within 3 weeks after the due date for the paper.

For an explanation of the grade obtained, please contact the exam administrator, Kristin Berstad (k.m.berstad@ilos.uio.no) within one week after the exam results have been published. Remember to include your name and candidate number. The examiner will then decide whether to give a written or oral explanation.
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