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      26.11, klokken 09:00 til 29.11, klokken 12:00

CHOOSE 2 of the essay topics listed below.

Your final exam should range between 8-10 double spaced pages (approx. 4 to 5 pages per question.) You may go slightly over this number but do not exceed 15 pages total.

NOTE: You cannot write about the same text twice!


1. On pp. 53-4 (248-9 of the compendium) of his essay “Mass Culture as Woman,” Andreas Huyssen lists 7 points that summarize and describe the modernist project. Choose 1 of these points and discuss 2 of the course texts in the context of this point. How do the texts in question illustrate and/or contradict this aspect of the modernist project? Remember to draw on specific examples from your primary texts.


2. Discuss the significance of what Woolf does with the concepts of “gender identity” and “sexuality” in Orlando. Then compare and contrast this with another syllabus text in which the themes of gender and sexuality play important roles.


3. In her acknowledgments to On Beauty, Zadie Smith writes that the novel is her hommage to E.M. Forster, in particular to Howards End. Write an essay in which you discuss the ways On Beauty draws on Howards End. Also, what modernist literary techniques does Smith use, and what might her borrowing of plot and technique say about the legacy of modernist literature for writers today?


4.  Both Eliot’s The Waste Land and Rhys’s Good Morning Midnight are seen as texts that exemplify modernist fragmentation. Choose EITHER “The Wasteland” OR Good Morning Midnight, and write an essay in which you discuss the significance of “fragmentation” in modernist writing, and how the text puts this fragmentation to use.
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