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NORAM1501 Immigration and Ethnicity in American Life

Answer ONE question from Part A and ONE question from Part B. DO NOT REPEAT  the same historiographic theories or give examples from the nationality groups in Parts A and B.

PART A: (counts as 40% of the exam)

1. Present a concise overview and critical commentary on the main features in the premigration, migration, and adjustment experience of one of the Asian nationality groups that settled in the United States. Include ALL waves of immigration from that country, the experience of the second generation, and use the relevant chapter in Takaki, class notes as well as relevant texts from the other books on the class reading list.

OR

2. Present a concise overview and critical commentary on the watershed effects of World War II on Asian immigration to the US and on Asian Americans’ reception and adjustment to American life. Use class notes, the relevant chapter in Takaki and texts from relevant texts from the other books on the class reading list.

OR

3. Present a concise overview and critical commentary on the post 1965 Asian immigration to the U.S., searchingly examining all of the questions in the “Main lines” immediately below this sentence. Use class notes the relevant chapter in Takaki and texts from from relevant texts from the other books on the class reading list.

PART B: (counts as 60% of the exam) TAKE CARE not to repeat theories or examples.

ANSWER ONE.

1. Identify, critically evaluate and give examples of the main features of two of the following historiographic models for interpreting the experience of immigration and ethnicity: 

Oscar Handlin’s portrayal of the “uprooted”; 

John Bodnar’s portrayal of the “transplanted”; 

Kathleen Conzen et al’s explanation of the “invention” of ethnicity; 

T. H. Breen,’s creative adaptations from charter to creole;

John Higham’s portrayal of the problem of assimilation in the United States;

Conzen’s portrayal of immigrants who make their own America through 

  “localization”;

John Higham’s varieties of pluralism in American life

OR

2. In a balanced, thoughtful fashion consider America’s record as a “receiver nation,” a) defining nativism and its varieties and commenting on b) why the resident population has been more or less welcoming to groups in several waves of immigration, and c) the resultant treatment of some immigrants and the policies of  the state and federal government that have affected immigrants.
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