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You are allowed to use an English–English dictionary.

The questions must be answered in English.

The answers must be written on copy-sheets.

Answer ONE QUESTION in Part A and  the question in Part B. DO NOT REPEAT the same information, themes or examples in both parts of the exam.
Part A: (ca. 60%) All students must answer ONE ESSAY question of the following three. Label your answer with the number of the essay you choose.
1. Describe and explain the American legal system on both the state and federal level with particular emphasis on the political role of the US Supreme Court and then critically discuss with specific examples the statement that America is a highly litigious society. 

OR

2. The economy was the main issue in the 2012 presidential election. Define the main features of the American economic system and critically discuss and explain the values and norms that influence the American economic culture.

OR

3. America is said to be a highly religious society. Describe the major religious groups in American society and critically discuss the role of religion in the private, civil, and political spheres of American life.

Part B (ca. 40%): Answer the following. TAKE CARE not to repeat material from Part A.

1. Briefly, but clearly, identify and discuss the significance of four of the following names and/or terms.

a) Department of Health and Human Services

b) federalism

c) containment

d) Hispanics

e) American exceptionalism

f) the model minority

g) Ivy League

h) the political impact of the social web

Explanation: For an explanation of the mark obtained, please contact the teacher responsible for the course within one week after the exam results have been published in StudentWeb. Remember to include your name and candidate number. The examiner will then decide whether to give a written explanation or give an oral explanation to you in person.
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