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Write an essay on one the following.  ANSWER ONE ONLY.

EITHER

1. Find a definition of, or stance toward, American exceptionalism (from the course texts) that suits your position as a student of American Studies.  Using Wise as a model and engaging with his text, reconstruct the influences that consciously or unconsciously have shaped your own operating “paradigm.”  You may wish (if appropriate) to reflect on how your thinking has changed, whether that change takes the form of doubts about your current position or reflects a clear shift  from one paradigm or position to another. Influences can consist of both broad social/cultural/political surroundings and circumstances specific to your own education and life.  Work out why the definition of exceptionalism you chose is better suited to your purposes than contrasting explanations (found in the course texts). What kinds of issues and research questions does your definition suggest?

OR
2. Writing in 1979, Gene Wise identifies two major paradigms (and at least three “paradigm dramas”) of American Studies (and it may be useful to briefly summarize the paradigms early in your essay).  Has a new paradigm of American Studies emerged since 1979?  Using Wise’s paradigm concept and limiting your evidence to three of the following four texts (Radway, Noble, Kroes, Bright/Geyer) discuss whether new ideas and engagements found in these texts constitute a real or potential paradigm for American Studies.  If there is a new paradigm what would you call it?  What is its characteristic pattern of belief?  What might be its paradigm drama(s) and representative act(s)?  If one of your texts falls outside of this new paradigm discuss why.  If you cannot find any agreement among the texts at all or if they don’t seem convincing to you explain why they fail to measure up to the characteristics of a paradigm.
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