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Write an essay on the following question. 


International Relations (IR) has been likened to a ‘dismal science’:  a systematic study of the competition among states caught in a system that compels each to strive for power relative to the others.  In such a universe, conflict is the inevitable result as each state is obliged to pursue its own interest at the expense of other states.  Among especially powerful states—or “great powers”—rivalries can be intense and often lead to war.  Practically speaking, peaceful coexistence is possible only through repeated exercises in “power balancing”—an inherently dangerous enterprise.


By contrast optimistic assessments that surfaced in the early 1990s proclaimed the achievement of a ‘new world order’ marked by a sharp and decisive shift away from geopolitics (and the power balancing of the bipolar Cold War era) and toward a new era of institutional internationalism.  Subsequent events

—the Al Qaeda attacks, the worsening Euro-American rift, and the emergence

of China and India as a major powers—have called this rosy picture into question and has given one IR theorist reason to proclaim that recent events are moving us “back to the future.”


This course has attempted to encourage a analysis of international relations through discussion of a number of concepts, including the character of state institutional power and the role of domestic politics, theories of geopolitical conflict, the nature and relative importance of the interstate system, the character of economic power and influence over states and the international system, the importance of ideals and principles in world politics, and the substance of historical experience.  

Write an essay in which you draw on three or four course texts and on several of the analytical factors mentioned above to discuss the character of international relations and American foreign policy since the end of the Cold War.
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