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At the end of the Cold War, optimistic assessments about the potential for achieving a “new world order” based on “globalization” and marked by a turn away from balance of power politics suggested to many that the goals of liberal internationalism might finally be achieved.  Subsequent events—the Al Qaeda attacks and subsequent wars, the worsening Euro-American rift, the emergence of China and India as major powers, the assertion of Russian authority in its “near abroad,” and the on-going “Great Recession” of 2008—have called this rosy picture into question, or perhaps not.
	Charles Kupchan tells us that “time and again, postwar lulls in international competition and pronouncements about the obsolescence of war have given way to the return of power-balancing and eventually to great-power conflict” (1999). On the other hand G.J. Ikenberry argues that not much has changed at all, either during, or after the Cold War. The fall of the USSR meant the end of bipolarity, but the world order created by the development of international institutions in the years 1945–1950 has not only endured, it is “in some respects more robust than during its Cold War years” (1996).
	 Are we headed to a new era of geopolitical conflict with subsequent power balancing? It is impossible to say with any certainty, of course. Your task is to identify and discuss those issues, practical or theoretical, on which an analysis of the possible futures of the international sphere and the U.S. role in it should rest.  Pick 2–4 issues that you see as critical and discuss them drawing on course texts as required to substantiate your discussion.
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