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Lecture Outline 

•  What is the difference between the two 
approaches? (25 min.). 

•  Think-Pair-Share exercise (15 m.) 
•  Conclusions (5 m.) 
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•  Bringing CSCL tools in the ordinary 
classroom setting can be challenging. 
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The sage on the 
stage passing 
knowledge onto 
students 
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Challenge 

•  Bringing CSCL tools in the ordinary 
classroom setting does not 
automatically comes with innovative 
educational practices 
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Different Approaches 

Systemic 
approach 

Dialogic 
approach 
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Two Different Analytical 
Angles: Systemic Approach 

 
"  Focus on the 

institutional 
setting: 

Relation between 
collaborative 
activities, expected 
learning outcomes, 
and specific forms of 
institutional support 

 
" Example: 

Examine the relation 
between creation of a 
knowledge building 
community, thinking 
skills development, 
and help to teachers to 
develop educational 
strategies 
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Two Different Analytical 
Angles: Dialogic Approach 

 
"  Focus on dialogue 

Social interaction 
with/through artifacts 
in an organized 
setting 

" Example: 
Examine exploratory 
talk with/through 
artifacts in a 
classroom 
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To benefit from CSCL tools: 
"   students need to engage in forms of 
dialogue beneficial to learning 
"   institutional practices should support 
educational practices conducive to such 
forms of dialogue 

Conclusions 
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1) How do you define an ordinary 
classroom? 
2) Which teaching practices are more 
likely to hinder forms of dialogue 
beneficial to learning with CSCL tools? 

Think-pair-share 
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To benefit from CSCL tools: 
"   students need to engage in forms of 
dialogue beneficial to learning 
"   institutional practices should support 
educational practices conducive to such 
forms of dialogue 

Conclusions 
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Lecture outline 

 
•  What is the difference between formal, 

non-formal and informal learning, and 
how do they relate to each other? (25 
min.). 

•  Think-Pair-Share exercise (15 m.) 
•  Conclusions (5 m.) 
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The crucial importance of 
lifelong learning 

• “Lifelong learning is no longer just one 
aspect of education and training; it must 
become the guiding principle for provision 
and participation across the full 
continumm of learning contexts.”	


                        (Commission of the European Union, 2000) 
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Two opposite views 

Informal 
Learning 

Non-formal 
Learning 

Formal 
Learning 
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Identify formality/informality 

• Is it acquisition of 
established knowledge, or 
the development of 
something new? 

• Is learning the main 
purpose, or an unintended 
outcome? Is it initiated by 
learners, or intended to 
meet externally determined 
requirements? 

• Where does learning take 
place? Is it open ended or 
organized around discrete 
units of time? 

• Planned or incidental? 
Teacher or student-centric? 
What kind of assessment? 

Process 
Location 

and 
setting 

Content Purposes 
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An Example: The Mechanical 
MOOC 
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Identify formality/informality 

• Acquisition of established 
knowledge (formal), 
learning to reason as a 
programmer (informal) 

• Learner-determined and 
initiated (informal) 

• Virtual network (informal). 
Simple syllabus (relatively 
formal), organized around 
units of time but no time 
restrictions for participants 
(informal). 

• No teacher, no facilitator,, 
peer support (informal). 
Tasks structured by the 
MOOC (relatively formal), 
but not mandatory 
(informal). No assessment 
(informal). 

Process 
Location 

and 
setting 

Content Purposes 
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1) Think about one/two main informal 
learning activities/media that were used 
in schools. Please describe them and 
tell us what they were used for. 

Think-pair-share 
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Formal/informal/non-formal learning can 
be difficult to separate: 

"   almost all learning situations contain 
features of both formality/informality 

"   the balance between formality and 
informality varies in different learning 
situations. 

Conclusions 
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