UNIVERSITY OF OSLO

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS

Term paper in:  ECON3710/4710 - Demography of developing countries 
Handed out:  Friday, February 17, 2006
To be delivered by:  Friday, March 3
Place of delivery:  Department office, 12th floor
Further instructions:

· This term paper is compulsory.  Candidates who have passed the compulsory term paper in a previous semester, does not have the right to hand in the term paper again.  This is so, even if the candidate did not pass the exam.
· You must use a printed front page, which will be found at http://www.oekonomi.uio.no/info/EMNER/Forside_obl_eng.doc 
· It is of importance that the term paper is delivered by the deadline (see above).  Term papers delivered after the deadline, will not be corrected.*)  

· All term papers must be delivered to the place given above.  You must not deliver your term paper to the course teacher or send it by e-mail.  If you want to hand in your term paper before the deadline, please contact the department office on 12th floor.

· If the term paper is not accepted, you will be given a new attempt.  If you still not succeed, you will not be permitted to take the exam in this course.  You will then be withdrawn from the exam, so that this will not be an attempt.

*)  If a student believes that she or he has a good cause not to meet the deadline (e.g. illness) she or he should discuss the matter with the course teacher and seek a formal extension.  Normally extension will only be granted when there is a good reason backed by supporting evidence (e.g. medical certificate).

Please, write English or a Scandinavian language

Evaluation: pass/fail. Those who fail will get a new chance. Only those who eventually pass will be allowed to sit for the exam in June.

1) Sign up for a simple OLS regression analysis of fertility in an African country or a main region of India for the 1990s. DHS data can be found on the course web page from 11 February and are described in the appendix. If you are curious to learn more about the data or the demographic development of the country, take a look at the DHS home page http://www.measuredhs.com/ . The challenge is to use the data for this particular country or region to find out as much as possible about the impact that a woman’s education has on her fertility. Obviously, you should include more independent variables than education in your models. One possible approach is to first estimate an effect of education with no other variables present, subsequently include variables that may determine both education and fertility, and finally some that education may operate through in affecting fertility. Describe your findings briefly. Give a short answer to this: Do the findings accord with what you learned in the introductory course or the repetition lecture? (The mechanisms will be elaborated on later in this course.) 

2) Discuss briefly whether there are likely to be social differences in AIDS mortality. In addition to using the course literature, find at least two papers referenced in Popline  (http://db.jhuccp.org/popinform/basic.html) or  PubMed (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi)  that you can base your arguments on. One should always read the full article before quoting it, but for this term paper, it is sufficient to read the abstract. 

3) Essay: After a short introduction where you describe the extent of girls’ excess mortality, outline the reasons for this problem, and discuss how it might be solved. Write about 750 words. 

 Appendix

(files produced by c:\bringewc\afrika\utdrag.sas and utdrag2.sas)

Survey data for 22 African countries and 6 main regions of India. 

Country:





1 
Benin



F

2
Burkina Faso


F

3 
Zimbabwe


   M

4 
Tanzania


       T

5 
Cameroon


F

6 
Central African Republic
F

7 
Chad



F

8 
Cote d’Ivoire


F         B

9 
Comores


F  M T B

10
Ghana





11
Kenya



         T

12
Madagascar


F

13
Malawi


    M T B

14
Mali



F

15
Mozambique  


F#    T

16
Namibia


    M T B

17
Niger



F      T

18
Rwanda


F         B

19
Senegal


F  M TB

20
Togo



F

21
Uganda


         T

22
Zambia


         T

91
India, North


         T

92
India, Central


         T

93   
India, East


         T

94
India, North-East

         T

95
India, West


         T

96
India, South


         T


F = DHS documentation in French or Portuguese#

M = Muslim not separate category for religion

T = Traditional not separate category for religion

B  = Boy preferences not defined

North:

Haryana, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, New Dehli, Jammu, Rjasthan

Central: 
Uttar pradesh, Madhya Pradesh

East: 

Bihar, Orissa, West Bengal

North-East: 
Assam, Meghalaya, Sikkim, Mizoram, Nagaland, Manipur, Tripura,



Arunachal Pradesh
 

West: 

Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra

South: 

Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka

Variables available. They describe the situation at the time of interview. 

The material is restricted to women aged 30 or more who are married. 

Columns in spreadsheat: 

A 
Education (0-20 years)

B

E1=1 if 3-6 years (reference category is 0-2)

C

E2=1 if 7-8

D

E3=1 if 9-10

E

E4=1 if 11-

F
Number of children 

G
Age (15-50)

H

A1=1 if 32-34 (reference category is 30-31)

I

A2=1 if 35-37

J

A3=1 if 38-40

K

A4=1 if 41-43

L

A5=1 if 44-46

M

A6=1 if 47-

N
Married (=1 for everyone)

O
Age at marriage  

P

M1=1 if     –14 (reference category is 17)

Q

M2=1 if 15

R

M3=1 if 16

S

M4=1 if 18 (means 18 or more for India) 

T

M5=1 if 19- (=0 for everyone in India)

     Other individual variables: 

U
Muslim (=1, otherwise 0)

V
Traditional religion (=1, otherwise 0)

W
Wealth index for household (0-2 for Africa, 0-5 for India)

X
Electricity in household (=1, otherwise 0)

Y
Boy preference (=1, otherwise 0)

Z 
Husband works in agriculture (=1, otherwise 0)

AA
Husband’s education (0-20 years) 

AB 

H1=1 if 3-6 years (reference category is 0-2)

AC

H2=1 if 7-8

AD

H3=1 if 9-10

AE

H4=1 if 11-

   Community variables:

   “global”: 

AF
Urban (=1, otherwise 0)

   “aggregate”: 

AG
Average educational level
… do not use ..

AH
Average wealth index

… do not use …

AI
Percent with electricity
… do not use …

AJ
Percent Muslim

… do not use …

AK
Percent with boy preferences 
… do not use …
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