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Objectives:   

The LOITASA project was meant both to have an element of capacity building and create new knowledge through 
research. We wanted to give prospective PhD. and master students the opportunity to do research together with more 
experienced and senior researchers and in this way build their competency. The research component was built up in 
such a way that it included both an analysis of the language of instruction (LOI) policies in the two countries, an 
observation of how the policies functioned in the classroom and it had an element of action research where we 
intended to carry out experiments in both countries, having some children being taught longer in a familiar language and 
compare them to those taught in a foreign language, in both countries that language was English. 

In Tanzania the LOI is Kiswahili in primary school and English in secondary school and above. In the informal settlement 
in the outskirts of Cape Town where the LOITASA project took place in both phases of the project, the language all 
parents, children and teachers speak daily, isiXhosa, is the LOI only for the first three years, then the LOI is switched to 
English. In both phases of the project our experiments in Cape Town took place in standard 4 -6 in primary school. In 
Tanzania our experiment took place in Form I of secondary school in the first phase while in the second phase we 
decided to strengthen some government primary schools where the LOI is Kiswahili with textbooks and in-service 
training for teachers and compare them to some private primary schools where the LOI was English. 

 The picture shows the three project coordinators, Prof.Zubeida Desai, project 
coordinator from the start, Prof.Justinan Galabawa, who took over the project 
leadership from Prof.Suleman Sumra in 2003 and has been the project leader 
since that time, and the Norwegian project leader, Prof Birgit Brock-Utne, 
project coordinator from the start. 

Web page: www.loitasa.org 
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Results:   

All the research we have undertaken both in Tanzania and South Africa show that children learn much better when they 
are taught in a language they master. The spread of scores in the classes is also smaller. This goes for both Tanzania and 
South Africa. We have also found that the interaction between students and teachers is different, livelier and of a much 
higher quality if the language is one students and teachers alike master well. In that case students are active, compete to 
answer, come up with questions and debate with the teacher. In Tanzania we found that when primary government 
schools were strengthened with extra resources in the form of textbooks for all children and in-service training for the 
teachers the schools did better than the private ones. In the first phase (2002-2006) four students took their PhD. and 22 
wrote their master theses under the project. In the second phase of the project (2007-2012) five students will get their 
PhD. and 6 their master under the project. We have held yearly workshops. Our web-site contains a list of our most 
important publications. A DVD was produced in South Africa in the first phase of the project. 
 

  
The picture shows the three editors of the LOITASA publications, Martha 
Qorro from the UDSM, Zubeida Desai from the UWC and Birgit Brock-Utne 
from the UiO. 
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