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African National Congress (ANC)

• Founded in South Africa in 1912

• Incompatibility

– Apartheid, non-whites excluded from state access/rights

• Strategies/tactics

– Largely non-violent until 1960

– Defiance campaign: strikes, boycotts, non-cooperation

– Military campaign after 1960 Sharpeville massacre (MK)

– Guerrilla tactics largely failure, shift to terrorist tactics, bombing

– UCDP: South Africa at “war” 1981-3, 1985-8

– Following (secret) negotiations in 1990 shift to non-violent tactics, more efforts to 

control violence 
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Gene Sharp
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Non-violence research at PRIO

• Kristian Skrede Gleditsch

• University of Essex/PRIO

• Erica Chenoweth

• University of Denver/PRIO

• Scott Gates

• University of Oslo/PRIO

• Marianne Dahl

• PRIO
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Scholars and Non-violence

Inclination: 

Are the highly educated more likely to choose non-violence?

Strategic Ability: 

Is education enabling discipline, coordination and restraint?

Knowledge: 

Has Academia failed to detect the prevalence of non-violent 

action, and, by extension, study how and when it works?
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Peace Research Institute Oslo

Thank you
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