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Global liberalism is entering harder
times, and the space for a ‘middle-
ground ethics’ comes into sharper 

focus

Andrew Hurrell, Montague Burton Professor of
International Relations, University of Oxford 



• power and order trumps justice 

• greater heterogeneity of interests and values

• greater capacity for effective contestation 

• role of moral values more difficult in international life and in 

particular inter-state relations 

The ’structurally non-ideal character of international

politics’ entails…



Implications for bilateral university cooperation
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