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Overarching questions

e How is knowledge about life and life processes made? With what
tools and what infrastructures (material, ethical and legal)?

e How are these practices situated in and tied to societal and
economic concerns?

e \What forms of expertise and knowledge traditions are relevant?

e How do we regulate and administer life matters? Who are
included in the “collective” and who are not?

e How and with what means do we value and care for nonhuman
animals in science and society?
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Sites and actors

Life Science
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Approaches: Ethnography, archive studies, document studies, interviews
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Abstract

The increased importance of datafication in different domains of society, and health in particular, has
generated much attention in STS, specifically in the Nordic context. While much of this literature tackles
newly emerging forms of data goverance, we focus on a historically established and mundane data
practice: that of recording vaccinations in vaccine registries. We mobilise the concept of data flows
to compare the link between registry practices and governance in two countries: Norway - a data
intensive welfare state - and Austria, which we label data hesitant: We ask: What is the role of registries
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shape and reflect relations between citizens, health

providers and the state? We show that the governance of immunity is interlocked with the material
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Registries,

Introduction

The COVID-19 pandemic revealed the immediate
relevance of immunisation data for vaccination
governance. For many national immunisation
programs, data registry practices appeared insuf-
fickent for providing an accurate account of vac-
cine coverage o target risk groups, and to make
and
when. One example is Austria, where in January
2022, the parliament passed a new law by which

This work is licensed under
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across countries.

Data Flows, Norway, Austria

COVID-19 vaccination became mandatory for resi-
dents above the age of 18 (with several exemp-
tions). Yet amongst other things, it was unclear
how those who had not been vaccinated could be
identified and how compliance with the vaccine
mandate could be monitored. It appeared impos-
sible to fink the newly established vaccine registry
with the existing population registry and the epi-
demiological registry (which records people who
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CHAPTER 6

When Authority Goes Viral:
Digital Communication and Health
Expertise on pandemi.no

Kristian Bjorkdahl and Tone Druglitro

Abstract Onc of the most pressing questions concerning pandemic pre-
paredness and response today is how digital media can and will change
pandemic ¢ ication: In a future pand cffective use of digital
media could mean the difference between marginal and massive loss of
human lives. In this chapter, we are interested in how medical experts
can retain their status in an environment where many—partly because
of digital media—have come to distrust mainstream expertise. We study
the Norwegian health authoritics’ emergency web page, pandemi.no,
and argue that it failed to use the affordances of the medium to develop
features that acknowledge the actual concerns and voices of the public.
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(Sustainable) life and innovation in the life
sciences and the economy
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Global challenges

Global challenges in our era are many and demanding - must remove the rigid the
global warming, unequal access to energy, water and food,  solutions. Other approach
an ageing population, poor health and pandemics. The renewal through enhancec
EU's 2009 Lund Declaration affirms that research must initiated by th

focus on “The Grand Challenges. Similar leadership, further develo,

recommendations are found in reports from the OECD,> excellence and good netwc
EU,* National Academy of Scien knowledge institutions, as
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.# The Norwegian leading research. As many
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Experimenting with care and
cod: On document-practices,
versions of care and fish as the
new experimental animal

Tome Drughitro ) and Kristin Asdal
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Choreographies of co-modification: I
immunology and the bioeconomy
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Abstract

Based on ethnographic fieldwork among an interdisciplinary group of scientists experimenting
with the Atlantic cod, this paper takes up recent invitations to engage more directly with the
social and economic contexts of experimental organisms (sce Bolman, 2022a). The paper shows
how equipping a species to do experimental work is not necessarily about having it perform
only one type of job or performing in one, and exclusively one, site (Clarke & Fujimura 1992),
On the contrary, an experimental organism may be promising and interesting due to how it can
be put to work to perform both in and for science, and in and for the cconomy, simultancously.
In analyzing this double entendre, the paper draws upon co-modification (AUTHOR 2015) and
choreography (Cussins 1996). These are analytic:

1 concepts that have been carefully crafied in
close empirical studies of nature, science,

see as a co-modification of the inside and the outside of the lab and the work that goes into

nd cconomy. Our analysis is organized around what

his is combined with putting the notion of choreography to work in observing the material
that establishes the rhythm in ing the b | and the
disciplined and controlled lab site. Together we refer to this as choreographies of co-

lina
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modification. The experimental life of the Atlantic cod, which is our object study

as an entry point for a signifi feature of c y life sciences, namely
how scientists struggle to and are asked to by I ly to the ad: of
science and the economy.
Key words: ch hy. co- n, experimental Atlantic cod,
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(1) how researchers in the life sciences are being
held accountable to society and the economy
and what that practically means,

(2) the work and means that it takes to sustain a
career and a research environment, and

(3) how the life of nonhumans in the life sciences
are valued and cared for.
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