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Principles for applications, prioritisation and e-infrastructure                                                          (adopted by the University Board 17 June 2013, V-CASE) 
Principles for applications
· The principles apply to all applications for research infrastructure from researchers at the University of Oslo (UiO), irrespective of the source of funding.
· Applications for grants for research infrastructure must include a complete overview of both procurement and operating costs.
· In those cases where modification or technical installation expenses/costs will be incurred, these must have been clarified with the Estate Department and be explained in the application.
· If the use of research infrastructure results in a need for other additional equipment that is not covered by the sum applied for, this must be specified in the application with an overview of costs (e.g. data storage needs).
· The application must contain a complete funding plan, with a proposed total budget which includes the coverage of rent for premises.
· The application must provide an account of the access to similar equipment locally, regionally and nationally. 
· The application must provide an account of the opportunities that exist for gaining access to services from similar equipment at other institutions (incl. international and commercial), the costs associated with this, and why the proposed solution is preferable.
· All applications must be certified by the head of faculty/head of the unit (cf. discussion of the covering letter below). Faculties, museums and centres that submit more than one application are encouraged to prioritise their applications. 
· Announcements apply to procurements of new research infrastructure in 2014 and not for purchases that were made in 2013 or earlier. 
Principles for prioritisation
· The Research Infrastructure Committee prioritises applications within the framework set out by UiO.
· Research infrastructure investments must support the both the UiO’s strategy and those of the units.
· Research infrastructure/equipment that duplicates existing units should not be prioritised unless capacity requirements indicate that expansion is important for the UiO’s strategy.
· If two or more applications for very similar research infrastructure are submitted, the applicants should be directed to coordinate their applications.
· Weight should be given to usage needs and usage volumes, but these should not be decisive.
· When prioritising, weight should be given to the research infrastructure’s context (regional, national and international) and whether the need can be met by utilising resources with available capacity elsewhere.
· If it can be demonstrated that the investment in research infrastructure will provide synergy effects with other equipment in an institutional, regional, national or international context, weight should be given to this.
· Joint applications with other institutions must be prioritised on the basis of an independent assessment of UiO’s own strategic needs.
· Own funds in connection with external grants must be prioritised based on UiO’s own strategic needs, independent of the priority and size of external contributions.
Principles for e-infrastructure
· The UiO’s central administration (via the University Centre for Information Technology – USIT) is responsible for general e-infrastructure.
· The individual basic units at UiO are responsible for the procurement of the ordinary equipment required for work.
· Funding needs for e-infrastructure that arise as part of, or a consequence of, the other infrastructure must be included as part of this research structure.
· Otherwise, e-infrastructure, including skills support, is subject to the same routines and strategic assessments as other research infrastructure. 
· UiO must participate as a full partner in the collaboration on national e-infrastructure. 

