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Exemplified on systemic and agentive levels



Positioning

• Background:

• Head of ProTed, Center of Excellence for Education: integration; coherent TEd program
• Dean of Studies, Faculty of Education: pearls without a string
• Project Teacher Education 2025 (Ministry of Education and Research): partnerships, 3rd space…
• Research project on the Reformed Curriculum 2020 («Fagfornyelsen»), cohesion, cross-

disciplinarity, deep learning, digitalization, unexpected challenges…
• Reviewing project proposals for Digitalization & Active Learning for the Norwegian Agency for 

International Cooperation and Quality Enhancement in Higher Education (DIKU)

• Connecting research, education, practice and policy across space and time
• Connecting epistemic practices and logics (experiential-personal for certification, practical on an 

aggregated level, academic as ‘authorized’, theoretical for transformation and ‘going beyond’…) 

• Digital Agency in Higher Education (Routledge, Dec 2019) connecting digitalization and 
epistemology for transformative agency



Empirical snapshots/carriers
a) Systemic level

• Min of Ed & Research inviting 
institutions and communities to 
contribute to a forthcoming White 
Paper on quality in education.

• Analyzed indications of connecting
digitalization and educational
quality in 22 of 91 submissions.

• Few and vague. ‘Work relevance’

• Support in policy documents, rarely
in scientific literature



What about international scholarly
literature?

• Christensen, C. M., & Eyring, H. J. (2011). The Innovative University: Changing the DNA of 
Higher Education from the Inside Out. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

• Bates, A. W., & Sangrà, A. (2011). Managing Technology in Higher Education: Strategies for 
Transforming Teaching and Learning. San Fransisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

• Selwyn, N. (2014). Digital Technology and the Contemporary University. Oxon, UK & New 
York, NY: Routledge.

• Ellis, V., & McNicholl, J. (2015). Transforming Teacher Education: Reconfiguring the 
Academic Work. London, New Dehli, New York, Sydney: Bloomsbury Academic.

• Carey, K. (2016). The End of College: Creating the Future of Learning and the University of 
Everywhere. New York: Riverhead Books.

• Lucas, H. C. (2016). Technology And The Disruption Of Higher Education. London: World 
Scientific Publishing Co.

• Jónasson, J. T. (2016). Educational change, inertia and potential futures. Why is it difficult to 
change the content of education? European Journal of Futures Research, 4(7), 1-14. 

Very few examples of moving beyond infrastructure, administration, 
competition, profiling and into epistemic practices!



Systemic level (ctd.)

• Lillejord, S., Børte, K., Nesje, K., & Rud, E. (2018). Learning 
and teaching with technology in higher education – a systematic 
review. Oslo, NO: Knowledge Centre for Education.

• “One paradox identified is that academics appear not to be 
using a scholarly approach when implementing technology in 
education. Research indicates that pedagogy is a more 
fundamental barrier to innovative teaching in higher education 
than technology use.” (p. 4).



b) Agentive level #1

• Connecting tasks, tools, activities and assessment

• A shift away from ‘documentative’ to ‘performative’ competence

• How do we deal with situations ripe with uncertainty, competing
alternatives, conflict of motives, complexity etc etc? S1.

• What resources (material/digital, discursive/conceptual, social, 
epistemic etc.) do we invoke? S2. How do we respond when S2s are
invoked in order to resolve S1?



PROF 3025 (SPOC) 
Term 6

Snapshots

PROF 3025 (SPOC)
Term 6

Snapshots

MANDATORY 
ASSIGNMENT

Week 5:
PDC

Week 6:
Digital skills 

in all
subjects

Week 7:
The digital

lives of
pupils

Week 8:
Class

management 
in ICT-rich

environments

Week 9:
Digital 

learning 
resources

Week 10:
Subject 1 
Didactics/
practice

Week 11:
Subject 2
Didactics/
practice

Week 12:
What can we 

learn from 
research?



Transformative agency as quality

Transformative Agency: “breaking away from the given frame of action 
and taking the initiative to transform it” (Virkkunen, 2006, p. 233)



Stimulus 1

Transformative agency



Instantiations of object

Stimulus 2



Assigment: Use research
- Title, summary
- Data corpus and 

methods
- Findings
- Relevance for teachers



Exam as S1 ↔ S2; ‘infinite’ resources…
Stimulus 1: Exam

task and 
instructions

Stimulus 2b: Knowledge 
domains: scientific

discipline, pedagogy, 
didactics, experiential

knowledge, professional
knowledge…

Stimulus 2a: Video-case

Exam situation

• Expansion of existing practices:
o Video case (stimulus 2a) opens a visual interpretive

space
o Knowledge domains (stimulus 2b) open up for 

diverse types of integration/connections
• Student evaluations (feedback): video case activates

integrative epistemic work

Students’ 
preparations
during term

(Based on Vestøl, 2015)



Transformative 
Agency

Digitali-

zation

Educational
Quality

Politics & 
Ethics

Epistem-
ology



Connecting:
 research
 education
 practice and 
 policy
across space and 
time

- by connecting:
 assignments
 activities
 artifacts
 assessment
with a view to the
interplay between
agents and 
resources
(S1 <-> S2) 


