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Though animals do engage in intra-species killing, genocide is essentially a human crime. Leo Kuper, Genocide: Its Political Use in the 20th Century

Course Content: This course traces the history of genocide and other mass violence with particular emphasis on the twentieth and twenty-first century. Beginning with a range of analyses and definitions of genocide, the course also looks at the evolution of human rights norms such as the UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide and the dilemmas and challenges faced by humanitarians trying to help on the ground. 

Genocide is a global historic phenomenon with recurrent  patterns and motivators

that contribute to conflict and violence escalating to genocidal proportions. Is there a rational calculus to genocide? What psychological factors contribute to individuals participating in mass killing? What methods from torture to terror are part of

the genocidal landscape? If we can analyze and predict genocide, what possibilities are there to stop present and future atrocities?

Case studies include Indigenous Peoples and colonial settlers and the destruction of Armenians during World War One to the Soviet forced famine in the Ukraine and current atrocities in Chechnya. The course will look at the Nazi genocide against the Jews, Roma and Sinti and other groups during World War Two, and examine the destruction of Norwegian Jewry during the Holocaust. Post-1945 genocides analyzed include Cambodia, Bosnia and Kosovo, Rwanda and Darfur. The last part of the course will examine ongoing issues of memory, justice and prevention. 

Recommended prior knowledge.  A good ability to read and understand English is required for this course.

Teaching: This course is given in form of seminars. Class meetings will involve a mixture of discussion and lecture. Please come to class prepared to discuss the week’s readings and homework assignments.

Attendance: Your attendance at the seminars is obligatory.  Students are expected to complete readings assigned and actively participate in class discussions. The seminar will meet once a week.

Field Trips: There will be two field trip options in Oslo: to the Resistance Museum and to the exhibit on the Sinti and Roma to be held at the Center for the Holocaust and Religious Minorities. Extra credit will be assigned for students submitting a three page analytic paper based on some aspect of the exhibit/museum and linked with class readings.

Course Evaluation:  Student evaluation will consist of one 15 page research paper with bibliography and in class presentation (50% presentation and paper); one exam based on class readings and discussions (40%) and class participation (10%).

Required Texts:

Adam Jones, GENOCIDE: A Comprehensive Introduction, Routledge, 2006.

Alex Hinton, ed. Genocide: An Anthropological Reader, Blackwell, 2002.

Course book:  Readings in Genocide and Human Rights.( Essays on Holocaust in Norway, humanitarianism from Moore, ed. Hard Choices and Apsel, ed. Darfur: Genocide Before Our Eyes).

For research into topics of interest for the final paper students may refer to: Encyclopedia of Genocide and Crimes against Humanity, ed. Dinah Shelton (Thomas Gale 2005) 3 vols. and Charny, ed. Encyclopedia of Genocide (1999). Periodicals of interest include Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Journal of Genocide Research and Genocide Studies and Prevention. Jones’ GENOCIDE: A Comprehensive Introduction has updated bibliography and links (see also genocidetext.net) at the end of each chapter. Students are encouraged to meet with the instructor early in the semester to discuss topics and sources for their research papers during the first three weeks of the course.

Part I:  Conceptual Foundations

Class I: Course Requirements.

              Overview: Recurrent Patterns and Genocide in History 

What is genocide? A new word for an ancient crime…Definitions, international norms and distinctions between different types of atrocities (H(h)olocaust, democide, ethnic violence). Imperialism, War and Social Revolution.

Readings: Jones, Part I, pp. 1-60.

Class II: Conceptual Foundations of Genocide and Human Rights

Languages and Challenges of Humanitarianism

Readings: Hinton, Introduction-90. Compare and contrast essays by Lemkin, Kuper and

                  Fein on genocide. 

UN Genocide Convention, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Convention on the Rights of the Child www.un.org  Read one other international convention for example on refugees, terror, indigenous peoples, gender or racial discrimination. What are the implementation mechanisms?

Languages of Humanitarianism, Apsel. IDPs, Refugees, Stick Children, Triage, etc.

Reading: Mary Anderson, “You Save My Life Today, But for What Tomorrow? Some Moral Dilemmas of Humanitarian Aid,” in Course Reader.

Part II: Case Studies

Class III: Indigenous Peoples, the Role of Modernity, and the “Trope of Progress and Disappeared Peoples” and Cultures of Terror and Spaces of Death

Readings: Jones, pp, 67-100

                 “Victims of Progress,” “Culture of Terror,” in Hinton, pp. 135-192.

Class IV: Revolution, Nationalism and Genocide

World War One, The Armenian Genocide and Denial

Readings:  Jones, pp. 101-133. 

       Stanton, “Twelve Ways to Deny a Genocide” in Course Reader. 

Totalitarianism, Stalin and Terror 

Readings: Jones, pp. 125-145. Box 5A Chechnya

Due in Class: Final Research Paper and Presentation Topic. 1-2 pages of major themes of research and preliminary bibliography. 

Class V-VI: World War Two and the Nazi Genocides

The Holocaust: definitions and debates (uniqueness, hegemonic models, etc.) and targets (Jews, Roma and Sinti, Homosexuals, Slavs, and other victim groups. Racial

Purity and Processes of Destruction. Under the Cover of War: Perpetrators, Victims, Collaborators and Accomplices. Ongoing Denial and Issues of Reparations.

Readings: Jones, “The Jewish Holocaust and the Nazis Other Victims”, pp. 147-184.

                  Wolf, “Nationalist Socialist Germany” in Hinton.

                  Bauman, “Modernity and the Holocaust” in Hinton.

Bureaucracy, Modernity and the Banality of Evil. 

The Holocaust in Norway: a case study.

Readings: “The Destruction of Norwegian Jewry” in Course Reader. 

                   Norway Reparations Report www.uminnchgs.

                   Arendt, “Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Study in Banality of Evil” in Hinton. 

                  Guest Speaker: Berit Reisel 

Class VII:  Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge

Readings: Jones, 184-201.  Box 7A East Timor

                 Hinton, “A Head for an Eye: Revenge in the Cambodian Genocide,” 254-285.

Due in Class:   First Draft of Final Research Paper (five pages and bibliography)

Class VIII:  Bosnia and Kosovo

Readings:      Jones, pp. 212-231, Box 8A Genocide in Bangladesh

                      Ahmed, “’Ethnic Cleansing’” A Metaphor for Our Time?”, Hayden,

                      Imagined Communities and Real Victims, and Bowen, “The Myth of  

          Global Ethnic Conflict” in Hinton. 

Class IX: Rwanda  

Readings:  Jones, pp. 233-253

                  Malkki, “Speechless Emissaries: Refugees, Humanitarianism and 

      Dehistoricization” in Hinton.

      Dallaire, “The End of Innocence: Rwanda 1994” in Course Reader.        

                  Take Home Exam Handed out in Class

Class    X:  Darfur   Video Destruction in Darfur

                   Apsel, Genocide Before Our Eyes, Essays by Apsel, Fowler, Reeves, Leaning 


       in Reader. 

                   Brauman, “Refugee Camps, Population Transfers and NGOs” in Reader

                   Take Home Exam Due

Class XI:  The Spillover Effect and Ongoing Repercussions of Mass Murder.

Issues of Memory, Denial and Forgetting. What possibilities for Justice, Truth and Accountability? What Early Warning and other Strategies for Prevention and Intervention

exist?  

                Readings:  Jones, pp. 345-409.

Class XI-XIII:  Presentations and Final Papers Due

