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Kant’s legal and political philosophy

This seminar aims to give a comprehensive introduction to Kant’s legal and political
philosophy. The first part explores Kant’s view of the state’s historical development
and its significance for individual morality. The second part explores Kant’s concept
of right and his justification of the state, as well as the right of nations and
cosmopolitan right.

Texts by Kant

Kant, “An answer to the question: What is enlightenment?”, in Immanuel Kant,
Practical Philosophy, edited by Mary Gregor (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1996), pp. 17-22.
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Scholarly litterature



Allen W. Wood, “Kant’s Philosophy of History,” in “Toward Perpetual Peace” and
Other Writings on Politics, Peace, and History, ed. Pauline Kleingeld (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 2006).

Pauline Kleingeld, Kant, history, and the idea of moral development”, in History of
Philosophy Quarterly Volume 16, Number 1, January
1999. https://www.jstor.org/stable/27744805?seg=1#metadata info tab contents

Peter P. Nicholson, “Kant, Revolutions and History”, in Essays on Kant’s Political
Philosophy, edited by Howard Williams, The University of Chicago Press, 1992, pp.
249-268.

Pauline Kleingeld, “Kant’s theory of peace”, in Cambridge Companion to Kant and
Modern Philosophy, edited by Paul Guyer, Cambridge University Press

2006. https://www.rug.nl/research/portal/files/2877731/kants-theory-of-peace.pdf
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Teaching
12 double sessions with seminar.
Compulsory tuition activities:

¢ Mandatory presence at the seminars (you must be present a minimum of 9 out
of 12 times). We expect active participation in class discussions from all the
students.

e An obligatory draft of the first essay which you submit in Canvas. To be
submitted on Friday, February 28.

e An oral critical presentation of one of the readings in the syllabus. Depending on
how many students enrol in the course, the presentations might be in groups.

e You are required to post a paragraph with a question or a critical reflection on
the readings in advance of each seminar. It should be posted in Canvas by 12:00
on Mondays.

All the obligatory tuition activities must be accepted as satisfactory in order to be
able to hand in the portfolio. The activities are only valid for one semester.

Examination

A portfolio exam which consists of two essays of around 6 pages/2300 words

each (literature list not included) which is to be submitted in Inspera.The topics must
be approved of by the teacher.

When you write an essay you are entitled to receive individual tutoring. However,
this requires that you submit a draft. This is also a requirement - for the first essay -
in order to be able hand in the exam.

Please be aware that all compulsory tuition activities must be accepted as
satisfactory to qualify for the exam.


https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/compulsory-activities/hf-oblig.html
https://www.uio.no/english/services/it/education/canvas/

Portfolio submission deadline: May 4 at 2:00 PM

Use of sources and citation
You should familiarize yourself with the rules that apply to the use of sources and
citations. If you violate the rules, you may be suspected of cheating/attempted

cheating.
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