When | was young [lit. small], my mother used to call me "afreet" but | didn’t like that name, and therefore | asked her not to
call me by it [i.e., this name] in front of my friends.
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Now that [hal] we are in the beginning of the 21 century, we ask ourselves: how will this century differ from the 20" century,

and what will it bring?
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It is not absolutely necessary that we lodge/stay in a first-class hotel. There are excellent second-class hotels in one of which
we can stay.
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Work(ing) in journalism is indeed very hard [difficult], and you (definitely) need to work several [lit. long] years in order to build
a name for yourself in it [i.e., journalism] and become prominent [known].
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I will be forced to move into a new flat because the owner of the building decided to carry out its renovation and to let it to his
cousin.
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People today wish to live a modern life in a modern house. For, who wants to remain in the past?
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He succeeded in his life to a great deal, but he is still a modest person who lives in the same house in which he (had) lived
most of his life, and (he still) sits together with his friends from the days of youth.
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