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ENG 2157 Semantics and Pragmatics

Answer Part I and ONE question from Part II.
Part I (40%)
1. 
Discuss briefly, with English examples, ANY THREE of the following:


a. discourse prosody


b. extended lexical units


c. negative politeness 


d. conversion


e. the principle of relevance


f.  compositionality

Part II (60%)
EITHER

2.
Give an account of Grice’s theory of implicature, using the dialogue below to

illustrate different kinds of non-observance of his maxims. Also use the dialogue to show that in the study of pragmatics “it is important to take account of the discourse within which a particular utterance is situated” (Thomas) rather than just focusing on isolated utterances or pairs of utterances. (Text provided: Extract from Donald Howarth, A Lily in Little India)
OR

3.
Discuss what pragmatics contributes to the study of meaning. Explain what is meant by ‘pragmatic meaning’ and discuss to what extent it is catered for outside pragmatics, such as in semantics and in dictionaries.

ENG2157 Text (Question 2)
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alvin: What time is it?

mrs hanker: You’re late.

alvin: I didn’t ask if I was late.

mrs hanker: You’re always late.

alvin: I said what time it is.

mrs hanker: I heard you.

alvin: Is it eight o’clock yet?

mrs hanker: George Bland is never late.

alvin: Is it eight?

mrs hanker: You’ve got eyes, use ’em.

alvin [picking up the clock; after a pause]: I’m late.

mrs hanker: I told you. 


[Alvin snatches up his thermos flask and sandwiches]

alvin: I’m off. [He pushes his sandwiches into his coat pocket and puts on his coat.]

mrs hanker: You’ve missed this bus and you won’t catch the next.

alvin: I’ll get the one after.

mrs hanker: It’ll be full.

alvin: I’ll get it.

mrs hanker: The one after is always full. You have to be at the head of the queue for the one after. You know as well as I or anybody. You have got to get there first.

alvin: I can stand.

mrs hanker: George Bland’s never late.

alvin: He has a bicycle.

mrs hanker: I bet he has never stood on the one after.

alvin: He has a bike…!

(The extract is from Act One of the play A Lily in Little India by Donald Howarth. Mrs Hanker is a widow, deeply attached to Alvin, her only child. George Bland is a postman and lodger in Mrs Hanker’s house.)

