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Answer Part I, ONE question from Part II, and ONE question from Part III.

Part I (20%)

1. Discuss briefly ANY THREE of the following topics. Give English examples to illustrate your discussion.

a. reference and denotation

b. entailment and presupposition

c. epistemic modality

d. relevance (in relevance theory)

e. deixis

f. analytic and synthetic statements

Part II (40%)

EITHER

2. Discuss the difference between semantics and pragmatics. In the course of your discussion you should comment on the utterances below, and explain what aspects of their meaning are accounted for by semantics and which aspects by pragmatics. You might have to describe likely contexts for the utterances. Feel free to bring in further examples of your own to illustrate your points.

a. This cat keeps coming to my house.

b. Do you know when the bus leaves?

c. [Angry person talking to his neighbour who is playing loud music:] You are not the only person living here, you know!

OR

3. What is prototype theory? How and why has Dowty (1991) used this theory in his account of thematic roles? Discuss and evaluate Dowty’s theory, illustrating with the example sentences below. You may add further examples of your own.

a. The cat was watching the mouse.

b. The spray killed the insects.

c. Pat lent Jenny five pounds.

d. Jenny borrowed five pounds from Pat.

Part III (40%)

EITHER

4. Explain the notion of face in Brown and Levinson’s theory of politeness, and use their theory to account for the utterances below. You should comment on the possible threat involved in each speech act, what strategy the speaker has chosen (notice that more than one type of politeness might be involved in each utterance), and possible reasons for the choice of strategy. 

a. That chocolate cake you brought to the summer party was just delicious! Do you think you could make one for the Christmas party too?

b. Come in!

c. [Two colleagues have gone to a nearby café for lunch, when one of them says:] Oh no! I have forgotten my wallet at the office.

OR

5. Give an account of Grice’s theory of conversational implicature. In the course of your discussion you should explain the difference between inferences and implicatures and apply Grice’s maxims to the examples below.

a. A: Did Gus take you on one of his “short” walks again?

B: Yes! I thought I was going to die!

b. A: What are you reading?

B: A book.

c. [At a party]

Husband: I am really tired.

Wife: Nobody else has left yet.

d. Parent: Have you finished you homework?

Teenager: Yes, I have finished my homework.
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