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ENG 2303 British Literature in the Age of Enlightenment

Answer ONE question.

1.
In which ways do you think the Spectator essays on your syllabus cast light on important aspects of early eighteenth-century culture? Your discussion should make specific references to the Spectator texts.

OR

2.
‘The Beggar’s Opera (1728), a piece outrageously witty, parodic and utterly stylistically self-conscious, can provide a key to all the literature of the Augustan period’ (Margaret Anne Doody, The Daring Muse: Augustan Poetry Reconsidered, p. 212). Discuss this statement, testing it against examples from texts on your syllabus. 

OR

3.
Give an interpretation of Thomas Gray, ‘An Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard’ (text provided). 

