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Best of luck!
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Exam questions

ENG2340 Nineteenth-Century American Literature

You are to write an essay on ONE of the topics below.

Choose ONE of the following topics for your essay:

1. Give an interpretation of EITHER Dickinson’s poem no. 269 (“Wild nights—Wild nights!”)
OR no. 340 (“I felt a Funeral, in my brain”), giving attention both to thematic and formal
features.

2. Discuss commonalities and contrasts in style between Dickinson’s letter to Thomas
Wentworth Higginson of April 25, 1862 and AT LEAST THREE of the Dickinson poems on
the syllabus.

3. Discuss “The Slave’s Dream” as a critique of the institution of slavery.

4. Discuss the view of the female protagonist that emerges in EITHER “Editha” OR “The
Other Two” and the extent to which you perceive a double standard in the author’'s
treatment of male and female characters in the short story you have chosen to write
about.

5. Discuss the function and importance of ONE secondary female character as a “foil” to
protagonist Edna Pontellier in The Awakening.
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