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Answer ONE question from Part I and ONE question from Part II. Pass marks are required on both parts. The total length of your answer should be about 10 standard pages.

Part I (50 %)

EITHER

1.
The following table appears on p. 25 of Bernard Comrie’s book Aspect: An introduction to the study of verbal aspect and related problems from 1976:

[image: image2.jpg]Table 1. Classification of aspectual oppositions

Perfective Imperfective

Habitual Continuous

Nonprogressive Progressive





Explain what is meant by the distinctions made in this table. You may also suggest possible problems with the table. Discuss to what extent the distinctions made can be related to oppositions expressed by the English verb phrase.

OR

2.
Give a brief survey of some of the linguistic methods which have been used in research on tense and aspect in English. Then give an account of the investigation you carried out for your term paper for this course. In your answer you should explain what motivated your choice of corpus material and outline how the investigation was carried out. You should discuss any problems which arose in the course of the investigation, and also suggest what, if anything, you now think might have been done differently.
Part II (50 %)

EITHER

3.
Present and discuss some of the evidence for the claim that the use of progressive verb forms varies among the national varieties of English. You should test some cases of such variation by carrying out your own small-scale corpus investigation (covering at least American and British English) and report the results of that investigation (which should not be the same as your term-paper investigation).

OR

4.
Give an account of Johan Elsness’s article ‘The present perfect and the preterite’ from Rohdenburg and Schlüter (eds.) (2009), One language, two grammars? Differences between British and American English. You should test some of the claims made in that article by carrying out your own small-scale investigation of the Corpus of American English (COCA) and the British National Corpus (BNC), and report the results of that investigation (which should not be the same as your term-paper investigation).
The marks will be published approximately 3 weeks after the exam date in Studentweb. You will receive an e-mail when the results are ready.

For an explanation of the mark obtained, please contact the exam coordinator, Kristin Berstad (k.m.berstad@ilos.uio.no) within one week after the exam results have been published. Remember to include your candidate number. The examiner will decide whether to give a written or oral explanation.
Page 1 of 2

