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=====================================================================
Besvarelsen leveres i to stiftede eksemplarer m/ utfylt fuskeskjema. 
http://www.hf.uio.no/studier/eksamen/obligerklaering.html
Kandidatnummer (finnes i StudentWeb) skal stå øverst i høyre hjørne på hver side av besvarelsen. 

Forside skal inneholde: Kandidatnummer, eksakt tittel på valgt oppgave, navn på emne og semester. 

NB! Ikke kandidatens navn!  Alle sider skal nummereres.

Leveres: 26.05.2006, rom 811, Niels Treschows hus, kl. 12.00-14.00
Answer ONE of the following questions:

EITHER

1. In R. K. Narayan’s novel The Vendor of Sweets, Jagan is described towards the end like this: “He still had to pay a visit to his house, to collect a few things he needed, though he would prefer to walk off, just walk, as the Buddha did when he got enlightenment.”  Discuss whether you think Jagan’s journey is one of enlightenment or failure.  What would be the implication of either view for post-colonial thought and theory?

OR

2. The Magistrate in J. M. Coetzee’s novel Waiting for the Barbarians explains: “No one beats me, no one starves me, no one spits on me.  How can I regard myself as a victim of persecution when my sufferings are so petty?”  Discuss whether the Magistrate is in fact a victim, or part of the problem.  Explain and discuss the issue of culpability in relation to empire and colony, with reference to this novel.

OR

3. In Monica Ali’s novel Brick Lane, Nazneen is taught in her childhood: “to be still in her heart and mind, to accept the Grace of God, to treat life with the same indifference with which it would treat her.”  Discuss this advice in terms of the character of Nazneen, her development and life journey; of the novel as a whole; and of the oppression of women in post-colonial situations.

OR

4. Edward Said makes the following observation in the Introduction to “Culture and Imperialism”:  “Nations themselves are narrations.  The power to narrate, or to block other narratives from forming and emerging, is very important to culture and imperialism….”  Discuss how narration and culture are dealt with in two of the novels you have read this term.  How is culture narrated in the novels you have chosen, and what does that mean for post-colonial conditions?

OR

5. Homi Babha talks about “the place of fantasy in the exercise of colonial power.”  What do you think is the place of fantasy in colonialism and in post-colonialism?  How does the issue of fantasy manifest itself in two of the novels you have read this term?  What is the relationship between fantasy, stereotype, fetish and representation?  Discuss, with specific examples from two novels.

Remember to make specific and detailed reference to the literary works in question.
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