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Exam instructions

You should choose one of the essay questions below to answer.

You should write an essay of approximately 2250–3000 words, excluding references. You can go a little under or over length, but significantly shorter essays are unlikely to have the depth I’m looking for, and may be penalized. 
You should not write primarily on the text you wrote on in your qualification paper, though you may bring it in for comparative purposes.

Using secondary literature: Your essay should make active use of secondary literature. You should show an awareness of, and position your argument in relation to, critical conversations – either on the specific work you are discussing, or on themes and topics related to that work. (So for instance, if you are writing on Mr Fox, you may want to make use of different critical perspectives on the use of fairy tales in feminist literature.)

You should also show knowledge of at least one of the theoretical approaches to feminist readings you have read about this term (for instance, écriture feminine (or ‘feminine writing’), postcolonial theory, Black feminist theory, queer theory or feminist intertextuality). You do not, however, need to adopt this approach yourself or to make extensive use of it. In incorporating these theoretical approaches into your work, you do not need to make use of critics we have studied in class or that have been included in the reading packs; you may use other writers who work in the same vein.

You can use secondary literature from reading packs, but you’re also free to find your own on JStor, the MLA database, or the library. You should not use online essay advice sites (like SparkNotes or Shmoop) as secondary literature, but non-academic sources like book reviews, interviews etc. are fine.

You should make active use of the primary text(s), using quotations to support your argument and exploring them in detail.

Your essay should have a clear argument.

Online comfort round: In the first hour after the exam questions are issued, I will be available to answer questions on issues related to the questions, either by email or on my office phone, 22856713. After that you can still email me questions throughout the exam period, but I probably won’t be able to answer as quickly.

Exam questions

1. How might intertextuality be especially useful for feminist fiction? Your answer should make use of one or more of the primary texts we’ve read.
2. In Alison Bechdel’s Fun Home, the young Alison asks, ‘How did I know that the things I was writing were absolutely, objectively true?’ (p. 141) Use this quotation as a starting point for an essay on Fun Home that draws on elements of its form, structure and/or use of images, as well as its content.
3. Explore the role played by the concept of storytelling in one or more of the primary texts we’ve read.
      4.
What role does the idea of authenticity play in Octavia Butler’s Kindred and/or Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s ‘Jumping Monkey Hill’? You may write on either text, or on both of them.
The marks will be published in StudentWeb approximately 3 weeks after the submission date. You will receive an e-mail when they are ready.
For an explanation of the mark obtained, please contact the teacher responsible for the course within one week after the exam results have been published. Remember to include your candidate number. The examiner will decide whether to give a written or oral explanation.
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