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· Truthfulness and accuracy

· Journalism = construction

Journalism as a profession requires a code of conduct which guarantees their trustworthiness and integrity → status as reporters of “truth”.

The journalistic discourse can be identified to be that of truhtelling.

· The claim of journalistic objectivity → appeal for trust.

Objectivity structures the work of journalists in liberal democratic societies. 

3 characteristics of “objective journalism”

· The separation of fact from opinion

· A balanced account of a debate

· The validation of journalistic statements by reference to authoritative others.

2 requirements for objectivity

· Depersonalisation → journalists should not put their own ideological evaluations into the account.

· Balance → neutrality → provide an account from both sides of the story.
In addition, the journalist must base his/her statements on facts which can be seen to be independent of the journalist.

· Impartiality
Critique of objectivity

· Materialist critique → no neutral, value-free perspective from which the journalist could observe and report. All perspectives reflect the world-view of a class

· Cultural relativism → what and who we are structures, to some extent, how and what we see. There is no single absolute truth but a multiplicity of available accounts from which the journalist has to select and construct “news”

· New journalism → “anti-objective”, combining the techniques of journalism with those of literature and to demonstrate that all objective accounts of reality are highly subjective. Encourage the journalist’s involvement in the story.

· Structured bias → how the journalists dependence upon validating sources produce bias in favour of the powerful. Sources have to be credible, but they are never unbiased.

