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MEVIT4000 autumn 2011 

Research ethics 

     Knut Lundby 

Law on ethics and integrity in research 

NESH NSD – guarding privacy 

www.nsd.uib.no/
personvern 

The Personal Data Act Should you contact NSD? 
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The Notification form 

https://pvo.nsd.no/meldeskjema/nytt_meldeskjema 

Follow-up from NSD 

•  Questions/ required changes to attend to 
•  Count approximately 6 weeks for the process 
•  Finally you get copy of ”Tilråding av 

behandling av personopplysninger” 
•  With a project evaluation/comments from 

Personvernombudet for forskning 
•  UiO’s internal routines for data security: 

www.uio.no/tjenester/it/sikkerhet/ 
•  After the research: NSD reminder  

NESH on Internet research 

www.etikkom.no/no/Forskningsetikk/Etiske-retningslinjer/Samfunnsvitenskap-jus-og-humaniora/Internett-forsking/ 

NESH om forskning på internett, punkt 4 

”Som hovedregel kan informasjon man regner 
som offentlig fritt benyttes til forskningsformål.” 

”Forskere kan som hovedregel fritt benytte 
materiale fra åpne fora uten å innhente samtykke 
fra dem som har produsert opplysningene eller 
dem opplysningene gjelder” 
•  (http://www.etikkom.no/Forskningsetikk/Etiske-retningslinjer/Samfunnsvitenskap-jus-og-

humaniora/Internett-forsking/) 

”Hensynet av respekt for 
deltakerne tilsier likevel at 
forskeren bør informere 

om systematisk 
registrering (for eksempel 
opptak) eller rapportering 

av opplysningene når 
dette er mulig.” (NESH) 

Digital 
Media 
Ethics 
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Back to www.etikkom.no NESH: humanities and social sciences 
www.etikkom.no/no/Forskningsetikk/Etiske-retningslinjer/Samfunnsvitenskap-jus-og-humaniora/ 

Research ethics: norms and truth 

•  The ethical norms of research 
–  Norms on searching truth 
–  Norms on human dignity 
–  Norms on relations to other researchers 

•  Searching truth 
–  Research is search for ny and better knowledge 
–  The research should be free and guarded against 

pressures towards scientific methods 

Research ethics: privacy / dignity 

•  Respect for human dignity 
–  Be careful when individuals can be identified 
–  Informed consent required 
–  Leave understandable information 
–  Report back on your research 
–  Children under 16:  parents should agree 
–  Respect private life – make anonymous and 

confidential 
–  Rules for storing sensitive personal information 

Research ethics: to other researchers 

•  Ethical norms between researchers 
–  Respect each other’s work – give reference 
–  Allow other researchers to test your findings 
–  Contribute to ethical reflection in your research 

environment- 
•  Relation between student and supervisor 

–  A supervisor should not exploit student’s work  
–  Use of student’s material to be agreed in advance 
–  The supervisor has responsibility re. training the 

student in research ethical reflection 


