
Chapter 3

Motion Capture

When working with music and body motion it is essential to be able to convey information
about how someone or something moves. In daily speech we use words such as ‘walking’,
‘rolling’, ‘turning’, etc., to achieve this. These words, however, do not provide precise descrip-
tions of motion. More detailed representations of motion can be gained through visualisation
techniques, such as a video recording, or through a sequence of photographs, drawings or sto-
ryboards [Jensenius, 2007a].

Motion capture (mocap) involves the use of a sensing technology to track and store move-
ment. In principle, a pencil drawing on a piece of paper can be called motion capture, since
the pencil lead is testimony of the hand motion of the person that made the drawing. However,
the most common use of the term refers to tracking and representation of motion in the digital
domain.

3.1 Motion Capture Basics
Figure 3.1 shows how motion capture may be divided into three main parts: (1) sensing the
motion, (2) processing the sensor data, and (3) storing the processed data. Together, parts 1
and 2 are referred to as motion tracking. Rather than being stored, tracking data may be used
directly, for instance in realtime interactive applications. Most commercial implementations
of tracking technologies include the option of storing data, and so the terms motion tracking
system and motion capture system are often used interchangeably.

Sensing Processing Storing

Motion Tracking
Motion Capture

sensor data motion data

Figure 3.1: Motion tracking involves sensing motion and processing the sensor data. When motion data
are stored in order to apply post-processing later, the process is known as motion capture.
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3.1.1 From Sensor Data to Motion Data
The sensing part of a motion capture system involves measuring some aspect of the motion.
This could be done by a large variety of sensors, such as a simple potentiometer or an array
of advanced video cameras. In principle, the sensor data can be stored or used directly. How-
ever, these data are rarely interesting in themselves, as they typically provide sensor-specific
measurements, e.g., resistance in a potentiometer or colour information of camera pixels. Con-
sequently the processing part of a motion capture system translates the raw sensor data into
information that describes the motion more significantly, for instance as low-level measures of
position or orientation or derivatives of these, such as velocity, acceleration or rotation. Further-
more, certain systems provide motion data specific to the object that is tracked, such as joint
angles in a human body.

For positional and orientational measurements the term degrees of freedom1 (DOF) de-
notes the number of dimensions that are tracked. For instance, 2DOF position would mean
the position on a planar surface, and 3DOF position would be the position in three-dimensional
space. The description 6DOF is normally used to denote a measurement of an object’s three-
dimensional position and three-dimensional orientation. 6DOF-tracking is sufficient to repre-
sent any position and orientation.

3.1.2 Tracked Objects
Tracking can be applied to point-like objects, such as small spherical markers. These are treated
as points without volume, and as such only their position (not orientation) can be tracked.
A fixed pattern of several markers can be used to identify a rigid object. Rigid objects are
non-deformable structures whose orientation and position can be tracked. Furthermore, by
combining multiple rigid bodies and defining rules for the rotations and translations that can
occur between them it is possible to create a kinematic model. Such a model may, for instance,
represent the human body with the various constraints of the different joints. Such models can
even fill in missing data: say, if the data from the lower arm are missing, but the data from
the hand and the upper arm are present, the missing data can be estimated by following the
kinematic model. Kinematic models might not need position measurements of the different
parts: a set of joint angles for the body can be sufficient for a well-defined model. Examples of
a marker, a rigid object and a kinematic model are shown in Figure 3.2.

A more formal discussion of how position and orientation can be represented will follow
in Section 3.3. First, we shall have a look at the different technologies that are used in motion
tracking.

3.2 Motion Tracking Technologies
There is a large variety of motion tracking technologies. The most advanced technologies are
capable of tracking motion with very high precision at very high sampling rates. The largest

1This should not be confused with the statistical variable degrees of freedom (df ), which is used to denote the
size of a tested data set in standardised statistical tests such as t-tests and ANOVAs (see Section 4.2). Furthermore,
in biomechanics and robotics degrees of freedom (DOF) is usually used to denote the number of rotary and linear
joints in kinematic models [Rosenbaum, 2001, Spong et al., 2006].
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Kinematic modelMarker Rigid object

Figure 3.2: The position of a marker can be tracked in three dimensions. A rigid object also allows
tracking of orientation. A kinematic model describes the relative position and orientation of connected
rigid objects, for instance by joint angles.

appliers of these are the film and gaming industries where they are used for making life-like
animations, and researchers who study biomechanics for rehabilitation and sports purposes. At
the other end of the scale are ubiquitous low-cost sensor technologies that most people use daily
in their mobile phones, laptops, game controllers, and so forth.

This section will give an overview of tracking technologies. The presentation below follows
a classification of tracking technologies used by Bishop et al. [2001] where the different systems
are sorted according to the physical medium of the technology. The technologies presented in
this section include acoustic, mechanical, magnetic, inertial and optical tracking.

Several aspects of each technology will be presented. A description of the sensor technology
as well as the algorithms involved in processing the sensor data constitute the technical details of
the technology. Furthermore, the technologies differ in use and should be described in terms of
the data they provide to the user, as well as their limitations and advantages in various tracking
settings. What is more, in the context of this thesis it is interesting to discuss the use of the
technologies in musical settings, such as the study of music-related motion or in interactive
music systems.

3.2.1 Acoustic Tracking
Acoustic tracking systems calculate position upon the wavelength of an acoustic signal and
the speed of sound. Systems based on time of flight measure the time between the sending
of a signal from a transmitter and its being picked up by a receiver, and systems based on
phase coherence measure the phase difference between the signal at the transmitter end and
the receiver end [Bishop et al., 2001]. The speed of sound in air at 20 �C is about 343 m/s,
but it varies with air pressure and temperature. It may therefore be difficult to acquire precise
measurements from acoustic tracking systems. A single transmitter combined with a single
receiver gives the distance between the two, or in other words the position of the receiver in
a sphere around the transmitter. By adding more transmitters the 3D position of the receiver
can be found.2 Figure 3.3 shows how combined distance measurements from two transmitters
narrows the possible positions of the receiver down to a circle.

2In addition to tracking the receiver position it is also possible to track the position of the transmitter. In this
case adding more receivers would enable finding the 3D position.
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Figure 3.3: Distance measurements from two acoustic trans-
mitters can determine the position of a receiver to be some-
where along a circle.

Acoustic systems usually work in the ultrasonic range and can therefore be used in music-
related work without interfering with the musical sound. Still, these systems are not widely
used in this area. Among the few examples of those using acoustic tracking are Impett [1994],
Vogt et al. [2002] and Ciglar [2010], who included ultrasound sensors in the development of
digital musical instruments.

3.2.2 Mechanical Tracking
Mechanical tracking systems are typically based on some mechanical construction which mea-
sures angles or lengths between the mechanical parts by using bend sensors or potentiometers.
These systems can be worn on the body, for instance by implementing sensors in an exoskeleton
or a glove, to obtain a model of the joint angles in the whole body or the hand.

There are other implementations of mechanical tracking systems in which the system is not
placed on the body but rather contains a base unit placed at a fixed position in the room. Two
examples are input devices such as the ‘Phantom Omni’ and the ‘Gametrak’ game controller,
sketched in Figure 3.4. The Phantom Omni consists of a movable arm with several joints whose
angles are measured by encoders. The Gametrak measures the position of a satellite unit which
is attached to the base by a nylon cord. The extension of the nylon cord as well as the angle of
the cord are measured, providing positional information for the end of the cord.

Sensable Phantom Omni Gametrak game controller

Figure 3.4: Two mechanical motion tracking devices. Left: The Phantom Omni senses the position of
the tip of the arm. Right: the Gametrak game controller senses the position of the tip of the nylon cord.
The arrows show the measured angles and lengths.

Mechanical tracking has been popular in music-related work, particularly for the purpose of
developing new musical interfaces. Various exoskeleton implementations have been developed
[e.g., de Laubier, 1998, Jordà, 2002, de Laubier and Goudard, 2006] and also a number of
glove-instruments [e.g., Fels and Hinton, 1993, Ip et al., 2005, Hayafuchi and Suzuki, 2008,
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Fischman, 2011, Mitchell and Heap, 2011]. Furthermore, Zadel et al. [2009] implemented a
system for solo laptop musical performance using the Phantom Omni, and Freed et al. [2009]
explored a number of musical interaction possibilities for the Gametrak system.

3.2.3 Magnetic Tracking
Magnetic tracking systems use the magnetic field around a sensor. Passive magnetometers can
measure the direction and strength of the surrounding magnetic field, the simplest example
being a compass which uses the Earth’s magnetic field to determine the orientation around
the Earth’s radial vector. The field varies slightly across the Earth’s surface, but this can be
compensated for without much effort [Welch and Foxlin, 2002]. Passive magnetometers are
widely used in combination with inertial sensors, which will be covered in the next section.

More advanced magnetic systems use an active electromagnetic source and a sensor with
multiple coils. These systems are based on the principle of induction, which explains how an
electric current is induced in a coil when it is moved in a magnetic field. To obtain 6DOF
tracking a magnetic source with tree coils is used, each perpendicular to the two others [Raab
et al., 1979]. Similarly, each sensor consists of three perpendicular coils. The position and
orientation of each sensor can be calculated as a function of the strength of the induced signal
in each sensor coil [Bishop et al., 2001]. An illustration of the Polhemus Patriot system is shown
in Figure 3.5.

Source, sequentially setting up three 
perpendicular magnetic fields 

Sensor, containing three perpendicular 
coils where voltages are induced by the
magnetic fields from the source

Figure 3.5: The Polhemus Patriot system sets up three perpendicular magnetic fields and tracks the
position and orientation of up to two sensors.

Magnetic trackers are able to operate at high sampling rates (more than 200 Hz) with high
theoretical accuracy.3 However, the systems are sensitive to disturbances from ferromagnetic
objects in the tracking area. Vigliensoni and Wanderley [2012] showed that the distortion is
acceptably low at close distances from the magnetic source. But if a larger area is to be covered,
it is necessary to compensate for the distortion of the tracking field [Hagedorn et al., 2007].
This, as concluded by Vigliensoni and Wanderley, may be particularly true for spaces used for
musical performance, which often contain ferromagnetic objects. On the positive side, these
trackers do not require a clear line-of-sight between the source and the sensor, meaning that the
sensors can be hidden under clothes etc.

3According to the technical specifications of the Polhemus Liberty system the positional and orientational
resolution decrease with increased distance between the source and the sensor. As long as the distance between
the sensor and the source is less than 2 m, the system displays submillimeter accuracy [Polhemus Inc.].
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Magnetic trackers have been used for analysis of music-related motion by a number of
performers and researchers. Trackers from Polhemus have been the most popular, used by
e.g. Marrin and Picard [1998], Lin and Wu [2000], Marshall et al. [2002], Ip et al. [2005],
Marshall et al. [2006], Maestre et al. [2007] and Jensenius et al. [2008].

3.2.4 Inertial Tracking
Inertial tracking systems include those based on accelerometers and gyroscopes. These sensors
are based on the physical principle of inertia. Accelerometers measure acceleration based on
the displacement of a small “proof-mass” when a force is exerted to the accelerometer. Gravity
will contribute to displacement of the proof-mass, and thus the data measured by accelerometers
contain the acceleration that is due to gravity (9.8 m/s2) and any acceleration applied by a user
[Bishop et al., 2001]. Gyroscopes apply a similar principle but measure rotational changes.
Vibrating parts in the gyroscope resist any torque that is applied to it, and by using vibrating
piezoelectric tuning forks in the gyroscopes an electrical signal is emitted when torque is applied
[Bishop et al., 2001]. To obtain 6DOF tracking three accelerometers and three gyroscopes are
used, with each sensor mounted perpendicularly to the other two.

Inertial tracking systems have certain strong advantages over all the other tracking tech-
nologies. Firstly, they are completely self-contained, meaning that they do not rely on external
sources such as acoustic ultrasound sensors or cameras which require line-of-sight. Secondly,
the sensors rely on physical laws that are not affected by external factors such as ferromagnetic
objects or light conditions. Thirdly, the sensors are very small and lightweight, meaning that
they are very useful in portable devices; and finally, the systems have low latencies and can be
sampled at very high sampling rates [Welch and Foxlin, 2002].

Orientation is gained from inertial tracking systems by integrating the data from the gyro-
scopes. Any change in orientation also means a change in the direction of the gravity force
vector. Position is calculated by first adjusting for any change in the gravity vector, and then
integrating the accelerometer data twice [Bishop et al., 2001].

Estimating position from accelerometer data leads us to the downside of inertial sensors;
namely drift. Even a minor error in data from the gyroscope or the accelerometer will cause
a large error in positional estimates. As noted by Welch and Foxlin [2002], a fixed error of 1
milliradian in one of the gyroscopes would cause a gravity compensation error of 0.0098 m/s2,
which after 30 seconds would mean a positional drift of 4.5 metres. For this reason, Welch and
Foxlin [2002] conclude, inertial systems work best when combined with other technologies.

Figure 3.6 shows one example of combining inertial sensors with other technologies, namely
the Xsens MVN suit [Roetenberg et al., 2009]. The suit uses 17 sensors called MTx, fixed at
predefined positions on the suit, each containing an accelerometer, a gyroscope and a magne-
tometer (compass). By combining the sensor signals with a kinematic model, which restricts the
positions and orientations of each body segment in relation to the other segments, a full-body
model is constructed.

The Xsens MVN suit has been tested and evaluated for use in musical interaction by Skogstad
et al. [2011], and actual implementations of the suit in musical interactive systems have been
presented by Maes et al. [2010], de Quay et al. [2011] and Skogstad et al. [2012c].

Accelerometers and gyroscopes are now implemented in smart phones and laptops every-
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Figure 3.6: The Xsens suit consists of 17 MTx sensors combining
inertial sensors and magnetometers. Full body motion capture is
obtained through the use of a kinematic model.

where, and the use of inertial sensors in musical performance and research is widespread. This
can be seen from the number of laptop orchestras and mobile phone ensembles that have ap-
peared in the recent years [e.g., Trueman et al., 2006, Dannenberg et al., 2007, Wang et al.,
2008, Bukvic et al., 2010, Oh et al., 2010].

3.2.5 Optical Tracking
Optical motion tracking systems are based on video cameras and computer vision algorithms.
The systems of this type range more widely than do the other types in terms of quality and cost,
and various implementations of optical tracking technologies can appear very different to the
user.

Optical Sensing

Various types of video camera are used in optical motion tracking. In principle, any digital
video camera can be used — in fact, one of the most affordable sensors for conducting motion
tracking is a simple web camera. Cameras used in optical motion tracking are either (1) regular
video cameras, (2) infrared (IR) video cameras, or (3) depth cameras.

Ordinary video cameras sense light in the visible part of the electromagnetic spectrum. Each
pixel in the camera image contains a value corresponding to the amount of light sensed in that
particular part of the image. Colour information in each pixel can be represented by using
multiple video planes, with the pixel values in each plane representing e.g. the levels of red,
green and blue.

Infrared cameras sense light in the infrared part of the electromagnetic spectrum, meaning
light with wavelengths above those visible to humans. Some infrared cameras can capture
heat radiation, e.g., from humans, but the most common use of infrared cameras in tracking
technologies is in a slightly higher frequency range. This is achieved by using some active
infrared light source, and either capturing the light from this source directly or as reflections
on the tracked objects. Typical implementations consist of a group of infrared light-emitting
diodes (LEDs) positioned near the infrared camera and capturing the reflection of this light as
it is reflected from small spherical markers.
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Depth cameras provide a layer of depth information in addition to the regular two-dimensional
image. These cameras use some technology in addition to the regular video camera. One ap-
proach is time-of-flight cameras, which embed an infrared emitter whose light is reflected off
the objects in the field of view. The distance to each pixel is calculated on the speed of light,
i.e. the infrared light returns sooner in the case of objects that are closer [Iddan and Yahav, 2001,
Ringbeck, 2007]. Another approach, as used in Microsoft’s Kinect sensor, is to project a fixed
pattern of infrared light and analyse the deformation of this pattern as it is reflected on objects
at different distances from the sensor [Freedman et al., 2010].

When not provided by the camera itself depth information can be gained through the use of
stereo cameras. This involves two cameras mounted next to each other, providing two similar
images as shown in Figure 3.7. The figure shows how depth information is found as a correlation
function of sideways shifting of the images. The more shift that is required for maximum
correlation, the closer to the camera are the pixels in the image. For more details on stereo
vision techniques, please refer to [Siegwart and Nourbakhsh, 2004].

Left Camera Right Camera Both Cameras, Exclusion image

By shifting the images away from
each other, the Apple logos in the 
images overlap

By shifting further, the edges of
the mug overlap

Even more, and the flower pattern
closest on the mug overlaps

Figure 3.7: Basic illustration of depth extraction from stereo vision

Computer Vision

After obtaining the video data various processing is applied to the video stream. The video
processing that is performed in optical tracking systems is primarily dependent on two factors:
(1) whether or not the tracking is based on markers and (2) the camera configuration. But in any
case the first processing step is to remove unwanted information from the video, i.e. separate
the foreground from the background.

When depth information is available the foreground can be isolated by thresholding the
depth values, or if we know the colour of the tracked objects, thresholds can be set on the colour
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values for each pixel. Other techniques include background subtraction, i.e. using a prerecorded
background image as reference and detecting any new objects in the image by subtracting the
background image from the current image, and frame difference, meaning subtracting the pre-
vious video frame from the current video frame in order to observe changes in the video image.
After the first segmentation step, filtering can be applied and a blob-size4 threshold can be set
in order to remove noise and constrain the tracking to objects of a certain size.

It is useful to distinguish between optical tracking systems that use markers and those that
do not. Markerless tracking involves tracking whatever is present in the field of view of the
camera, e.g. a human body or some object being moved around. The blobs that are detected
can be measured in terms of size, centroid, principal axis etc., and these measures can again be
matched to some predefined model such as that of a human body, in order to obtain more useful
tracking data.

Marker-based tracking technology locates the position of usually spherical or hemispherical
markers which can be placed at points of interest. For instance, a human arm can be captured
by placing markers on the shoulder, elbow and wrist, or full-body motion tracking can be per-
formed by using larger marker-setups such as Vicon’s Plug-in Gait model. Types of marker
include active light/IR-emitters and passive reflective markers which reflect light from an exter-
nal source. In the case of passive markers the external light sources are typically infrared LEDs
mounted around the camera lens.

In marker-based tracking each camera in the system produces a 2D black image with white
pixels where markers are observed. This allows efficient separation of the markers from the
background by thresholding the pixel values. Furthermore, the markers are treated as points,
meaning that only the centroid of each blob is of interest. All in all, this makes the processing
of video in marker-based systems quite efficient.

The use of a single camera can provide 2D tracking, or in the case of depth-cameras pseudo-
3D tracking — meaning that objects that are hidden behind others in the camera’s field of
view are not tracked. By using more cameras positioned around the tracked objects full 3D
tracking can be obtained. The tracking system is calibrated in order to determine the position
and orientation of each camera, usually by moving a calibration wand, meaning a rigid structure
with a predefined set of markers attached, around in the tracking area. From the points that are
captured simultaneously in multiple cameras the position and orientation of each camera are
calculated using so-called direct linear transformation [Robertson et al., 2004]. Figure 3.8
shows how the 3D-positions of markers that are seen by multiple cameras can be calculated.

Music-Related Applications

Several systems have been developed for conducting markerless motion capture aimed at music
research and musical performance, such as EyesWeb [Camurri et al., 2000], The Musical Ges-
tures Toolbox [Jensenius et al., 2005], and the cv.jit library for Max [Pelletier]. Max objects
have also been developed to estimate periodicity in a video image [Guedes, 2006] and create
a skeleton model based on video input [Baltazar et al., 2010]. For analysis of marker-based
motion capture data Toiviainen’s MoCap Toolbox is very useful [Toiviainen and Burger, 2011]

4A blob is a group of adjacent pixels in an image matching some criterion. In this case the pixels in the blob
would match the criterion of having colour values within a certain range.
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Camera 1 Camera 2 Camera 3

Each camera shows a corresponding image, 
where the marker position is given in two 
dimensions

b)

Camera 1
Camera 2 Camera 3

The cameras see a marker in their field of viewa)

Since the position and orientation of each camera
is known, as well as its field of view, a 3D vector on
which the dot must be locted can be determined.

c)

Camera 2

The marker is found in the intersection between
the 3D vectors

d)

Camera 1
Camera 2 Camera 3

Figure 3.8: Illustration of how 3D marker positions can be calculated by an optical marker-based system.

and includes methods of feature extraction and visualisation which will be further presented in
Sections 3.5 and 4.1.

Optical tracking has been popular in analysis of music-related motion. Sofia Dahl [2000,
2004] and later Bouënard et al. [2008] used marker-based motion capture of drummers to ob-
serve details of accents in percussion performance. Furthermore, Marcelo M. Wanderley and
others studied how musical performance of clarinettists was perceived in different movement
conditions [Wanderley, 2002, Wanderley et al., 2005, Nusseck and Wanderley, 2009]. Marker-
based motion capture has also been applied in studies of string performance [Ng et al., 2007,
Rasamimanana et al., 2009, Schoonderwaldt and Demoucron, 2009] and piano performance
[Godøy et al., 2010, Thompson and Luck, 2012]. There are also several examples of the use of
optical motion capture to analyse the motion of listeners and dancers [e.g., Camurri et al., 2000,
2003, 2004, Jensenius, 2007a, Leman and Naveda, 2010, Luck et al., 2010a, Toiviainen et al.,
2010, Burger et al., 2012, Jensenius and Bjerkestrand, 2012].

The use of optical tracking in musical performance has also been explored. Various frame-
works and guidelines for sonification of tracking data have been presented by Bevilacqua et al.
[2002], Dobrian and Bevilacqua [2003], Wanderley and Depalle [2004], Kapur et al. [2005],
Verfaille et al. [2006], Koerselman et al. [2007], Eckel and Pirro [2009], Grond et al. [2010],
Skogstad et al. [2010] and Jensenius [2012c]. Furthermore, several implementations of optical
tracking in sound installations or interactive music systems have been presented, e.g., by Leslie
et al. [2010], Yoo et al. [2011], Bekkedal [2012], Sentürk et al. [2012] and Trail et al. [2012].
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3.3 Tracking Data
Before discussing methods of working with tracking data, I shall briefly present some details of
position and orientation representation.

3.3.1 Coordinate Systems
The data obtained from tracking systems constitute either a description of the tracked object in
relation to some external reference point or in relation to its own previous state. In many cases
the reference used is a global coordinate system5 (GCS) which can sometimes be defined by
the user during the calibration of the tracking system, or determined by the position of some
hardware, such as a camera or an electromagnetic source [Robertson et al., 2004].

Rigid objects can be assigned a local coordinate system (LCS) as shown in Figure 3.9. The
LCS is fixed on the object and the axes of the LCS follow the object when it is translated and
rotated in space. As will be explained below the orientation of the rigid object can be measured
as the orientation of the LCS in relation to the GCS. Similarly, joint angles in a kinematic model
are given as the orientation of one rigid object relative to another.

Local
coordinate
system

Global coordinate system
0x

0y

0z

1x

1y 1z

Figure 3.9: A global coordinate system (GCS) is often defined during calibration. Position and orienta-
tion measurements are given in relation to the GCS as the position and orientation of a local coordinate
system (LCS) with respect to the GCS.

If no global coordinate system is defined, but a local coordinate system exists, the current
position and orientation can be reported by reference to the previous position and orientation in
a local coordinate system. In principle this also enables definition of a pseudo-global coordinate
system at the start of the tracking, and estimation of trajectories in relation to this. However,
as mentioned above in the section on inertial sensors, such systems are often sensitive to drift,
which means that the error in the estimated position and orientation will increase over time.

3.3.2 Representing Orientation
We can find the position of a rigid object by the coordinates of the origin of the LCS in the
GCS. Similarly, we can find the orientation of the rigid object by looking at the orientation of
the axes of the LCS compared with the axes of the GCS. Figure 3.10 shows how the elements

5Also called a laboratory coordinate system, Newtonian frame of reference, or absolute reference system.
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of a 2D rotation matrix6 are found by projecting the axes of the LCS (x1y1) onto the axes of the
GCS (x0y0): When the orientation is of the angle ✓, the projection of the x-axis of the LCS is at
point (cos ✓, sin ✓) in the GCS, and the projection of the y-axis is at (� sin ✓, cos ✓).

y
0

y
1

x0

x
1

θ

sin θ

cos θ

cos θ–sin θ

R

0
1 =


x1 · x0 y1 · x0

x1 · y0 y1 · y0

�
=


cos ✓ � sin ✓

sin ✓ cos ✓

�

Figure 3.10: 2D (planar) rotation. The rotation from coordinate system 0 to coordinate system 1 (written
R

0
1) is found by projecting the axes of system 1 onto system 0. The notation on the right shows how this

is written as a rotation matrix.

In case of a 3D rotation a 3⇥ 3 rotation matrix is used. As for the 2D rotation, the rotation
matrix is found by projecting the axes of the new coordinate system onto the original system.
Figure 3.11 shows how the rotation matrix is found for a rotation of ✓ around the z0 axis,
followed by a rotation of  around the x1 axis. The rotation matrix for the first rotation (R0

1), is
found by projecting the axes x1, y1, z1 onto x0, y0, z0:
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and similarly R

1
2, describing the second rotation, is:
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Finally, the rotation matrix R

0
2, denoting a rotation from the initial state to the final state can be

found by multiplying the two first rotation matrices:

R

0
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1R
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cos ✓ � sin ✓ cos sin ✓ sin 

sin ✓ cos ✓ cos � sin ✓ sin 

0 sin cos 

3

5

Any rotation can be represented by performing three sequential rotations around one axis
of the coordinate system in this manner. This is the basis for representing orientation by Euler
angles, where three angles are used. Euler angles require a specification of axes about which
the rotations revolve. For instance, ZYZ Euler angles (✓, ,�) refer to a rotation of ✓ around the
z-axis, followed by a rotation  around the y-axis and a rotation � around the z-axis.

6A rotation matrix can also be referred to as Direction Cosine Matrix (DCM) or Orientation Matrix.
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Figure 3.11: 3D rotation made up from two sequential rotations around one axis of the coordinate
system. The final rotation matrix R

0
2 is found by multiplying R

0
1 and R

1
2. Any 3D rotation can be

represented by three sequential rotations in this manner.

For more details of coordinate systems, representations of orientation, and working with
kinematic models, please refer to [Robertson et al., 2004] and [Spong et al., 2006].

3.4 Post-Processing

3.4.1 Tracking Performance
The quality of tracking data provided by the different systems never affords a perfect represen-
tation of the real motion. As with all digital data their spatial and temporal resolutions are not
infinite and depend on a number of factors related to computational power and limitations in the
sensor technology. In addition to the research included in this thesis, Vigliensoni and Wander-
ley [2012] and Jensenius et al. [2012] have compared motion tracking systems and evaluated
their use in musical interaction by measuring accuracy, precision and the temporal stability of
the data rate.

The spatial resolution depends on a digitization of a continuous phenomenon. To use a
familiar example, a video camera is limited by the number of subdivisions that are measured
for the image, i.e. the number of pixels. Furthermore, minor errors in the calibration process
can severely affect the spatial resolution [Jensenius et al., 2012]. Also, external factors such as
ferromagnetic objects causing disturbance to magnetic trackers can influence the measurements.

The spatial accuracy and precision of tracking systems can be assessed by looking at noise
and drift. Both can be calculated from a static measurement over a period of time. A simple
linear regression can be applied to obtain an estimate of a static drift in the system. Or, if the
drift is not constant, a better estimate may be obtained by filtering and downsampling the data
and observing the extent of change in the data per timeframe.

The level of noise can be measured by the standard deviation (SD) of a static (i.e. without
motion) measurement over a time period. If multiple dimensions are tracked, the vector norm of
the SDs for each dimension is used. This value is equivalent to the root mean square (RMS) of
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the distance from the mean position. One example is given in Figure 3.12 where the calculated
noise level is equal to the radius of the circle. Jensenius et al. [2012] also suggested other
measures for noise level, including the total spatial range covered and the cumulative distance
travelled by a static marker.

Figure 3.12: Illustration of how noise can be
calculated as the standard deviation of a static
position recording. The individual dots display
300 position samples (randomly generated for
this example), and the circle has a radius equal
to the standard deviation of the position samples.
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Time is another important performance measure of tracking systems. The systems usually
operate at a fixed sampling rate, ranging from a few frames per second up to several thousand
frames per second for certain systems [Welch and Foxlin, 2002]. Varying amounts of processing
are needed for each timeframe. This processing takes time and thus limits the sampling rate.
There may also be time limitations in the sensor technology, such as a regular video camera
working in low light conditions, which needs increased shutter time to capture each image.

When tracking data are to be used in real time, temporal stability is important. This is
mainly evaluated by latency and jitter, which in the development of musical interfaces must be
kept to a minimum to give the impression of a direct link between the motion and sound [Wessel
and Wright, 2002]. The latency of an interactive system is the time delay from when a control
action occurs until the system responds with some feedback, for instance the time from when a
synthesiser key is pressed until sound is heard. In realtime tracking, latency will increase when
processing such as filtering and feature extraction is applied. Any network connection used to
stream data between devices will also induce latency. Jitter means any temporal instability in
the time interval between data frames. In other words, absence of jitter would mean that the
data samples are perfectly periodic.

3.4.2 Gap-Filling
Motion capture recordings may contain gaps, meaning missing frames in the data. This is
mostly the case with optical systems, where a marker can be occluded by an arm or moved out
of the tracking volume, but can also occur with other systems due, for instance, to packet drops
when data are sent over a network.

Gaps in the data can be gap-filled by interpolating between two points, or by extrapolating
from a single point if the missing data are at the beginning or end of the recording. Interpolation
and extrapolation are achieved by calculating data values at the missing frames from a function
where the measured data are used as input. Three interpolation techniques are shown in Fig-
ure 3.13. Gap-filling is useful for short gaps, but for longer gaps the trajectory within the gap
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may not be possible to estimate mathematically. Such recordings must be treated as incomplete
and must sometimes be removed from the dataset.
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Figure 3.13: Three techniques for gap-filling: nearest neighbour, linear and spline.

3.4.3 Smoothing
Smoothing can be performed by a moving average or by more sophisticated digital filters. The
moving average filter has the advantage of being easy to implement, but it may sometimes
attenuate desired signal information and leave unwanted parts of the signal unchanged. The
M -point moving average filter is implemented by averaging the past M samples:

yi =
1

M

M�1X

k=0

xi�k

where yi is the filtered output signal at time i, x is the unfiltered input signal, and M is the
number of points for which the moving average is calculated [Smith, 1997].

Better and faster smoothing can be obtained by using more advanced digital filters [Robert-
son et al., 2004]. Low-pass filters are used to attenuate unwanted noise in the high-frequency
range of the spectrum, above the so-called cut-off frequency. The frequency band above the
cut-off frequency is called stopband, and the region below this frequency is called passband.
The cut-off is never absolute, meaning that there is a transition band between the stopband and
passband, as shown in Figure 3.14.

Finite impulse-response (FIR) filters implement separate weights (coefficients) for each of
the samples in an M -point input signal.

yi =

M�1X

k=0

akxi�k

where a contains the coefficients for weighting the last M samples of x. Moving average filters
are a special case of FIR filters, where all coefficients are equal to 1/M .
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Figure 3.14: The passband, transition band, cut-off frequency and stopband of a digital low-pass filter.

In contrast to FIR filters, infinite impulse response (IIR) filters also include weighted ver-
sions of the filter output in the calculation. An IIR filter that considers M input samples and N

output samples is given by

yi =

M�1X

k=0

akxi�k +

NX

k=1

bkyi�k

where b contains the coefficients for the last N samples of y [Smith, 1997]. IIR filters generally
produce narrower transition bands but induce phase distortion, meaning that different parts
of the frequency spectrum pass through the filter at different rates. Several standardised filter
designs exist, and Matlab-functions for determining the filter coefficients of these are available.7

3.5 Feature Extraction
As presented above, there are considerable differences between tracking technologies. Never-
theless, many of the same techniques can be applied to data from different systems. As with the
sound features described in Section 2.1, motion features are calculated to obtain more useful
information from the raw motion data provided by the tracking system.

The use scenario of the motion data determines the preprocessing and feature extraction
that can be applied to motion data. Specifically, when motion tracking is applied to interactive
systems where the motion data are used in real time, it is usually important to keep the latency
as low as possible. Some processing techniques require a buffering of the signal which induces
latency, so trade-offs must often be made between advanced feature extraction algorithms and
the amount of latency.

3.5.1 Differentiation
By using basic calculus techniques velocity and acceleration can be determined from a stream
of position data. These are examples of the most basic feature extraction methods for motion
data. The simplest way of estimating velocity from position data is to calculate the difference
between the current and previous positions (known as the first finite difference), multiplied by
the sampling rate:

vi =
si � si�1

�t

7e.g. the Matlab functions fir1, fir2, butter, cheby1, cheby2, and ellip
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where vi is the velocity at time i and s is the position in metres. �t is the time between suc-
cessive samples (in seconds), and is found by 1/f where f is the sampling rate in Hz [Robertson
et al., 2004]. More accurate calculations can be obtained by the central difference method; how-
ever, this induces one more sample delay, which could be undesirable in realtime applications:

vi =
si+1 � si�1

2�t

A similar calculation can be made to estimate acceleration from velocity data, and jerk from
acceleration data. Such differentiations amplify noise that is present in the signal and therefore
data smoothing should be applied before the derivatives are calculated.

3.5.2 Transformations
A stream of position data or its derivatives can be transformed in various ways. By projecting
data onto new coordinate systems we can obtain information on relations between tracked ob-
jects. The position of a person’s hand can, for instance, be projected onto a local coordinate
system with the centre in the person’s pelvis. This would provide information of the position of
the hand relative to the body, independently of whether the person is standing up or lying down.

The dimensionality of the data can, furthermore, be reduced, for instance by calculating the
magnitude of a multidimensional vector. The absolute velocity of a three-dimensional velocity
stream, for instance, is given by the magnitude of the X, Y and Z components of the velocity
vector. This value is useful in describing the speed of an object, without paying attention to
direction of the velocity vector.

3.5.3 Motion Features
Using basic differentiation and transformation techniques on a raw motion signal is a simple
way of calculating salient motion features. This is particularly useful in realtime applications,
where low latency is important. Without the need to consider the motion data as representations
of human body motion, we can calculate features such as quantity of motion by summing the
absolute velocities of all the markers, or contraction index by calculating the volume spanned
by the markers.

A different type of feature can be found by taking into account the labels of the data in the
motion capture signal. If two markers represent the two hands of a person, the feature hand
distance can easily be calculated. Similarly, three markers representing the wrist, elbow and
shoulder can be used to calculate the arm extension. More sophisticated motion features can be
found by taking into account models of the mass of various limbs. One such is the ‘Dempster
model’ [Robertson et al., 2004] which allows calculation of the kinetic or potential energy of
the body or a single limb, or estimation of the power in a joint at a certain time.

The features may be purely spatial, meaning that they describe positional data without con-
sidering how the motion unfolds over time. Examples of this are contraction index and potential
energy. Other features are spatiotemporal, meaning that they describe how the motion unfolds
in space over time. Difference calculations such as the derivative of hand distance are typical
examples of this. Finally, a feature such as periodicity is a temporal feature, where the spatial
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aspect is not described.
Meinard Müller [2007] has proposed a robust set of 7 generic kinematic features for human

full body motion. The features are based on relations between joints, which make them work
independently of the global position and orientation of the body. Furthermore, the features are
boolean8 which greatly reduces the amount of processing needed to use the features e.g. for
search and retrieval in motion capture databases. I present his set of generic features below,
with illustrations in Figure 3.15.

F

plane

defines a plane by the position of three joints and determines whether a fourth joint is in
front of or behind this plane. This may be used, for instance, to identify the position of
the right ankle in relation to a plane spanned by the centre of the hip, the left hip joint and
the left ankle. If a value 1 is assigned when the foot is in front of the plane, and 0 when it
is behind, a normal walking sequence would show an alternating 0/1 pattern.

F

nplane

specifies a vector by the position of two joints and a position along the vector where
a plane normal to the vector is defined. For instance, a plane that is perpendicular to
the vector between the hip and the neck, located at the head, can be used to determine
whether the right hand is raised above the head.

F

angle

specifies two vectors given by four joints and tests whether the angle between them is
within a given range. For instance, the vector between the right ankle and right knee
and the vector between the right knee and the right hip could be used to determine the
extension of the right knee joint.

F

fast

specifies a single joint and assumes a value of 1 if the velocity of the joint is above a
chosen threshold.

F

move

defines a vector between two joints and assumes a value of 1 if the velocity component
of a third joint is positive in the direction of the defined vector.

F

nmove

defines a plane between three joints and assumes a value of 1 if the velocity component
of a fourth joint is positive in the direction of the vector normal to the plane.

F

touch

measures the distance between two joints or body segments and assumes a value of 1 if
the distance is below a certain threshold.

From the 7 generic features Müller has defined 39 features which contain specific infor-
mation about the joints and thresholds used. In Müller’s research these are used to recognise
various full-body actions such as performing a ‘cartwheel’ or a ‘squat’. The 39 boolean fea-
tures make up a feature matrix which describes a single recording. A computer system is used
to define so-called motion templates, which are real-valued prototypes of the feature matrices
that correspond to a certain action. The motion templates are learned by the system by inputting
a number of labelled data examples. Motion templates can be used to identify new versions of
the same action by using dynamic time warping and a distance function which matches the in-
put data to the learned motion templates. Müller also provides a way of visualising the motion
templates, which is shown in the next chapter.

8Boolean means that the possible values are either 0 or 1.
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Figure 3.15: Illustrations of Müller’s generic kinematic features. The yellow marks denote the joints
or vectors that are used in the illustrated implementation of the feature. Refer to the main text for
explanation.

3.5.4 Toolboxes
The MoCap Toolbox for Matlab, developed at the University of Jyväskylä, includes a variety
of feature extraction algorithms for motion capture data [Toiviainen and Burger, 2011]. This
includes functions for calculating derivatives, filtering, cumulative distance and periodicity, and
models that take the weight of body segments into account, enabling the calculation of potential
and kinetic energy. Furthermore, the toolbox has implemented algorithms for calculating the
eigenmovements of a full body motion capture segment by using principal component analysis
(PCA) [Duda et al., 2000]. PCA is a method of data reduction applied by projecting the original
data onto a set of principal components. The first principal component is defined as the vector
on which the data in a data set can be projected to explain as much of the variance in the data set
as possible. The second principal component is perpendicular to the first and explains as much
of the remaining variance as possible. Toiviainen et al. [2010] showed the utility of PCA in
motion analysis for a set of motion capture recordings with 3D positions of 20 joints, equivalent
to 60 data series. By keeping only the 5 highest ranked principal components, 96.7 % of the
variance in the data was explained. The analysis allowed the researchers to distinguish between
periodicities in various parts of the body of the subject, and to observe relations between the
motion in the different segments.

Other tools have been developed for extracting features from video data and can in principle
be used with sensors as simple as an ordinary web camera. Antonio Camurri’s EyesWeb soft-
ware is designed for extracting features from motion data in real time [Camurri et al., 2004].
The software can extract a body silhouette from a video signal, and a number of features can be
calculated, most notably the quantity of motion and contraction index. These have been shown
to be pertinent to the experience of emotion in dance [Camurri et al., 2003].
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Quantity of Motion is calculated as the number of moving pixels in the silhouette and reflects
the overall motion in the image.

Contraction Index denotes the extension of the body and can be estimated by defining a rect-
angular bounding region around the silhouette (area of motion) and comparing the total
number of pixels within this area with the number of pixels covered by the body silhou-
ette.

The Musical Gestures Toolbox, developed by Alexander Refsum Jensenius, includes some
of the features that are implemented in the EyesWeb software [Jensenius, 2007a]. This software
is implemented in Max as modules in the Jamoma framework [Place and Lossius, 2006], and
unlike EyesWeb it is open source. The toolbox includes modules for preprocessing video,
calculating features such as the quantity of motion, area of motion, the barycentre of the motion
in the image, and also smoothing and scaling of the data. The toolbox also contains numerous
modules for visualising motion, which will be covered in Section 4.1.

3.6 Storing and Streaming Music-Related Data
We can distinguish between two main use scenarios for tracking data. Firstly, as explained in
Section 3.1, motion capture involves storing the tracking data in order later to apply analysis or
import the data in animation software. Secondly, realtime tracking involves using the tracking
data directly, within a very short time period after the motion occurs. Realtime tracking is used,
for instance, in interactive systems such as motion-based computer games like Microsoft Kinect.
When a user performs an action it is reflected in the movement of an avatar some milliseconds
later, after the necessary processing has been completed.

In music-related contexts tracking data are often just one part of the total amount of data
involved. In addition to motion data, music-related data include video, audio and symbolic
representations of musical sound such as MIDI-data or sensor data from electronic musical
instruments. Furthermore, music researchers and performers use features that are extracted
from the tracking data. These may be simple, time-varying transformations, such as relations
between body limbs, or distinct events such as sound-producing actions or musical phrases and
also higher-level features such as descriptions of the emotive content of the music. The diversity
of these data is challenging: sampling rates range typically from 44.1 kHz for audio and down
to less than one event per second for event-based data such as MIDI, and dimensionality varies
from a single number per sample for audio data to more than one million pixel values for one
frame of video data. An overview with some typical examples of music-related data, adopted
from [Jensenius et al., 2008], is presented in Table 3.1. Thus for storing data we need a format
that can to handle the different data types, and for streaming we need a protocol that enables
simple routing of the different types of data in realtime applications.

3.6.1 The Gesture Description Interchange Format
Most commercial mocap systems provide proprietary file formats for storing tracking data,
with the option to export the data to a more open format. These solutions are sufficient in most
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Table 3.1: The data types used in the experiment presented by Jensenius et al. [2008]. The different
numbers of sensors, sampling rates, bit resolutions and channels per device are challenging to handle
with standard protocols for storing and streaming tracking data.

Input Sampling rate Sensors Channels Bit resolution
Accelerometer 60 Hz 9 3 DOF 32
Polhemus tracking 60 Hz 2 6 DOF 32
Bioflex EMG 100 Hz 2 1 DOF 7
High-speed video 86 Hz 1 320 ⇥ 240 8
Audio 44100 Hz 1 2 (Stereo) 16
MIDI Event-based 1 3 7

motion capture settings. However, in research on music and motion the standard formats often
fall short since they are not able to handle the wide variety of data at hand [Jensenius, 2007a].

Jensenius et al. [2006b] proposed the Gesture Description Interchange Format (GDIF) as a
multi-layered approach to structuring music-related data. The various layers in GDIF contain
different representations of the data, with the most basic acquisition layers containing raw sen-
sor data, and sensor data where some simple processing (e.g. filtering) has been applied. Next,
the descriptive layers describe the motion in relation to the body, in relation to a musical instru-
ment or in relation to the environment. Then the functional and meta layers contain descriptions
of the functions of the various actions in a recording (sound-producing, communicative, etc.),
and abstract representations, higher-level features and metaphors.

GDIF was mainly proposed as a concept and idea for structuring music-related data, and not
as a file format per se. In a panel session at the International Computer Music Conference in
2007 the Sound Description Interchange Format (SDIF) was suggested as a possible format for
the implementation of GDIF [Jensenius et al., 2007]. As shown in Figure 3.16, SDIF tackles the
challenge of synchronising data with different sampling rates by organising the data into time-
tagged frames in individual streams [Wright et al., 1998]. SDIF also allows data with different
dimensionality in the individual streams. The use of SDIF as a storage format for music-related
data has been explored by several researchers [e.g., Jensenius et al., 2008, Peters et al., 2009,
Bresson and Schumacher, 2011] and is currently the most used format in GDIF development.
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Figure 3.16: The Sound Description
Interchange Format arranges data into
individual streams containing time-
tagged frames.

More recently researchers in the SIEMPRE EU FP7 ICT project have developed a system
that allows synchronised recordings of data from several devices using SMPTE time-coding
[Gillian et al., 2011]. An XML-based file format and synchronisation protocol has been devel-
oped for storing synchronised recordings of audio, video and text-based sensor and mocap data.
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The system also includes a solution for uploading recordings to a server, and visualisation tools
for video, motion capture, sensor data and audio using EyesWeb. A similar database solution
for classifying and performing search and retrieval of music-related actions has been proposed
by Godøy et al. [2012], and is currently under development at the University of Oslo.

3.6.2 Open Sound Control
One application of realtime tracking in music is in interactive systems such as digital musical
instruments or other interactive sound installations. This may entail streaming the data from a
tracking system and mapping features extracted from the data to a synthesiser. Adopting terms
from Miranda and Wanderley [2006], the motion data and extracted features are referred to as
gestural variables and the parameters available for controlling the sound output of the synthe-
siser are called synthesis parameters. With the large amount of data that is communicated, and
also with different representations of the data, it is important to have a structure for communi-
cating between gestural variables and synthesis parameters.

The Open Sound Control (OSC) protocol, introduced by Wright and Freed [1997], has be-
come the leading protocol for communicating music-related data in research on novel musical
instruments. A main idea in OSC is to structure music-related data hierarchically, for instance
to facilitate mapping between gesture variables and synthesis parameters in digital musical in-
struments. The hierarchical structure is reflected in the so-called OSC-address which is sent
together with the data. Each level is separated in the OSC-address by a slash “ / ”. One example
could be the following OSC-namespace for synthesis parameters in a musical instrument:

• /synthesiser/1/oscillator/1/frequency

• /synthesiser/1/oscillator/1/amplitude

• /synthesiser/1/oscillator/2/frequency

• /synthesiser/1/oscillator/2/amplitude

Here, ‘/synthesiser’ is at the top level, and the ‘/1’ indicates that we are referring to
the first of possibly several synthesisers. The ‘/frequency’ and ‘/amplitude’ of two
oscillators can be controlled. Thus to set the frequency of the first oscillator to 220 Hz, we
would use the control message ‘/synthesiser/1/oscillator/1/frequency 220’.

Synthesis parameters are only one aspect of OSC messages. OSC is also a good way of
structuring gesture variables. The Qualisys motion tracking system9 has native support for
OSC, and researchers have developed applications for interfacing with several other tracking
systems via OSC, e.g. Vicon,10 Nintendo Wii,11 and Xsens MVN [Skogstad et al., 2011]. For
full body motion capture data examples of OSC addresses might include:

• /hand/left/velocity

• /head/position

9http://www.qualisys.com
10http://sonenvir.at/downloads/qvicon2osc/
11http://www.osculator.net/

http://www.qualisys.com
http://sonenvir.at/downloads/qvicon2osc/
http://www.osculator.net/


3.7. Summary 35

Various tools have been developed for using OSC-formatted data in the development of mu-
sical instruments, for instance the Open Sound Control objects for Max provided by CNMAT.12

The Digital Orchestra Toolbox, developed by Joseph Malloch et al. [2007], also includes a
mapping tool that simplifies mapping between OSC-formatted gesture variables and synthesis
parameters. Malloch’s mapping tool was later included in Jamoma which also includes several
other tools for mapping between control data and sound [Place et al., 2008].

3.7 Summary
This chapter has introduced a variety of motion tracking technologies with a main focus on
optical infrared marker-based motion tracking. Some general concepts in motion tracking have
been introduced. Tracked objects include markers, rigid objects or kinematic models, and the
type of object defines the type of tracking data provided. Positions and orientations can be
described in relation to a global or local coordinate system defined by the tracked object itself
or by another object.

The chapter also introduced basic processing techniques for motion data, including gap-
filling and smoothing. Some feature extraction techniques were introduced, with basic differen-
tiation and transformation, and Müller’s motion features as examples of how boolean features
can be extracted from relation of body limbs. Further, some features available in toolboxes for
working with music-related motion were introduced. Finally, I presented some of the challenges
of storing and synchronising music-related data, and basic theory on how motion tracking can
be used in real time for musical applications.

12http://cnmat.berkeley.edu/downloads

http://cnmat.berkeley.edu/downloads
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Chapter 4

Methods of Analysis

Chapter 3 having explained how motion can be captured by various tracking technologies, this
chapter will introduce the methods that have been applied in the thesis to analyse correspon-
dences between sound and body motion. Several of the methods presented here are well-known,
and more comprehensive details of these methods can be found in most textbooks on statistics.
In my own analysis I have used existing software to run statistical tests and for classification,
and therefore only a basic introduction to the methods is offered here, as a background to the
analysis results and assessments that are made in the papers included in this thesis.

Stanley S. Stevens [1966] introduced the term cross-modality matching, denoting the pro-
cess of matching some sensory input in two modalities. Steven’s use of the technique involved
an experiment in which participants were asked to adjust the sound level of a tone to match the
strength of a vibration applied to their finger, and the other way around — adjusting the strength
of the vibration according to the apparent loudness of the tone. The analyses presented in sev-
eral of the papers included in this thesis are based on a variant of the cross-modality matching
approach, in studies referred to as sound-tracing. Experiment participants were asked to match
their body motion to some auditory input (i.e. to ‘trace the sound’). Analysis of the data involves
comparing features of the sound objects used as stimuli with features of the recorded motion.

Most of the sound stimuli used in the experiments have durations of less than 5 seconds and
each constitutes a single sound object. The relations between sound and motion are analysed on
a chunk timescale level and a sub-chunk timescale level (ref. the discussion in Section 2.3.2),
but not as multiple concatenated chunks. Analysis at the sub-chunk timescale level is concerned
with comparing features that contain numerical values in each timeframe. Borrowing terminol-
ogy from Peeters et al. [2011], I refer to them as time-varying features. Other features describe
an entire object; for instance, the mean acceleration of an action or the categorical labelling of
a sound object as ‘pitched’. These features consist of a single value or a single description for
an entire object and are referred to as global features. Figure 4.1 displays various examples of
the two main feature types involved.

4.1 Visualisation of Motion Data
A requirement of analysis of music-related data is to have good visualisation techniques. In
addition to providing qualitative assessments from tracking data, good visualisation techniques
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Figure 4.1: A sound object with a corresponding action (sound-tracing) and feature examples. Time-
varying features contain separate values for each frame, and global features are either overall numerical
calculations based on the time-varying features or non-numerical classifications of the objects.

facilitate conveying analysis results to other researchers, project funders and the general public.
Further, visualisations are an essential aid in developing hypotheses that can be tested quantita-
tively [Moore and McCabe, 2006]. Displaying motion data over time is not trivial, particularly
because of the large number of dimensions that a motion capture recording typically contains.
In some cases a simple plot of absolute velocity over time is sufficient, but if 3D marker posi-
tions, velocities and accelerations are to be displayed for multiple markers, a timeline plot soon
becomes unreadable. This section will cover the background of the visualisations I have used
in my own work, including two techniques that I have developed.

4.1.1 The Challenge of Motion Data Visualisation
Motion data span both time and space, and it is important to have visualisation techniques that
cover both of these domains. Time is one-dimensional, and spatial position three-dimensional,
and in the end we want techniques that display all these dimensions on a two-dimensional
medium, namely paper.

A straight forward and quite common way of plotting motion data is with time on the hori-
zontal axis and position the vertical axis. In Figure 4.2 this is shown for a single marker on the
right wrist of a pianist. The plot provides precise temporal information and when zooming in it
is also easy to read the precise position of the wrist at a certain time.

Although Figure 4.2 gives precise information about the motion of the hand marker, dividing
the original single trajectory into three lines seem to run counter to intuition. Furthermore,
motion data usually consists of more than a single marker, and attempting to plot all the markers
in a mocap recording on a timeline is in most cases too cumbersome. Figure 4.3 shows this, by
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Figure 4.2: A common way of plotting three-dimensional marker data in time and space.
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Figure 4.3: Plots of X, Y and Z positions of 24 markers from motion capture of a short piano per-
formance. Although the plot provides some impression of salient moments (e.g. between 14 and 15
seconds), it is too complex to provide any detailed information.

plotting the X, Y and Z positions of all the 24 markers of the same piano performance.
Several visualisation techniques are able to present marker data in a more intuitive manner

than Figure 4.2, and there are also techniques for displaying full-body motion without the need
of plots as in Figure 4.3. There is often a trade-off between intuition and precise representa-
tions of time and space in these techniques. It takes time to become familiar with some of the
methods, while others can be understood without any explanation.

Returning to the terms introduced in Section 2.3.2, we can relate the visualisation techniques
to three timescale levels: sub-chunk, chunk and supra-chunk. Visualisations at the sub-chunk
level display motion in an instant, or over a very short period of time. Such visualisations
typically show a static pose and therefore the spatial aspect is important. At the supra-chunk
level visualisations of long time periods may often be at the expense of spatial information. In
some visualisations at the chunk level the time-span is reduced enough to be able to combine
good representations of both time and space.

The relation between visualisations and the three timescale levels is particularly evident in
the visualisation techniques implemented in the Musical Gestures Toolbox [Jensenius, 2007a]
which was introduced in Section 3.5.3. I shall illustrate these techniques before continuing with
visualisation techniques for three-dimensional motion data.

4.1.2 Motion in Video Files
Jensenius’ tools for analysing motion in video contain several techniques for visualising motion
[Jensenius, 2012a]. The toolbox is based on differentiating and filtering video frames, and
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algorithms for visualising the video as it unfolds over time. Three of the methods are listed
below and are illustrated in Figure 4.4.

Motion images display the changes in the current from the previous video frame. Various fil-
tering and thresholding techniques can be applied to remove unwanted noise from the
motion image.

Motion history images display a combination of several motion images extracted from a se-
quence of video frames, for instance by averaging the pixel value across all of the motion
images. Jensenius implemented various ways of calculating motion history images, which
all show different qualities of the analysed video.

Motiongrams are displayed by collapsing each motion image frame down to one-dimensional
images, either horizontal or vertical. The collapsing is done by averaging the pixel values
across one of the dimensions. The one-dimensional image that is produced is plotted on
a timeline and provides a visual impression of the evolution of motion in the video.

Motiongram
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Avg. motion image
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Figure 4.4: Jensenius’ techniques for visualising motion. (Adapted from [Jensenius, 2012b])

In the images shown in Figure 4.4 the motion image shows which part of the body is moving
in this instant. The image shows precisely which pixels are different between two successive
frames of video data, and is a sub-chunk visualisation of motion. The motion history image
shows a slightly longer timespan, providing a quite intuitive description of the spatial trajectory
of the hand. However, the image does not show precisely which pixels have changed in each
timeframe. Finally, a motiongram can be made for longer segments of movement, and motion
can be displayed with as high temporal precision as the framerate of video file. However, the
spatial information has been reduced, since the motiongram can only display one dimension at
a time. Furthermore, the motiongram is less intuitive than the motion history image, because
most people are not used to looking at one-dimensional images unfolding over time.
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(a) (b)

Figure 4.5: The figure shows the 24 markers in the piano recording plotted in Figure 4.2 and Figure 4.3,
displaying the head, torso and arms with interconnected lines as well as the feet. (a) illustrates a pose
without time-information and can be seen as a cross-section of Figure 4.3 at time = 4 seconds. (b) shows
how multiple sequential poses can be superimposed to display trajectories over a time-period.

4.1.3 3D Motion Data
In the case of 3D motion capture data the various suppliers of motion tracking equipment pro-
vide proprietary environments for visualising their data.1 This may involve a 3D view of mark-
ers with interconnected lines. It is also normal to be able to show marker trajectories for the
past and coming frames in the 3D view. Furthermore, the programs typically contain timeline
views of the individual markers with position, velocity and acceleration. These visualisations
are useful in getting an initial overview of the motion data; however, the solutions are inade-
quate if we want to apply various processing techniques to the data that are not implemented in
the proprietary motion capture software.

Toiviainen’s MoCap Toolbox provides a variety of scripts for plotting motion data [Toivi-
ainen and Burger, 2011]. Individual marker positions and processed data can be plotted on
timelines, and marker positions in any timeframe can be plotted in point-light displays, as
shown in Figure 4.5(a). Such point-light displays have been shown to retain salient percep-
tual information about the motion, allowing people to recognise the gender of a person, or the
affect of bodily gestures [Kozlowski and Cutting, 1977, Pollick et al., 2001]. The toolbox also
includes a feature for collecting a sequence of such poses in a video file. By using image pro-
cessing software the point-light displays can be put together into an intuitive visualisation of
motion trajectories at the chunk-level. Figure 4.5(b) shows an example of this where multiple
sequential poses have been superimposed.

The supra-chunk level can be illustrated through basic Matlab functions by plotting the
position in each timeframe in a scatterplot. However, the plot quickly becomes too complex
when more than a single marker is included. Figure 4.6 shows how the position of the same

1e.g. Naturalpoint Arena for OptiTrack, Xsens MVN Studio, and Qualisys Track Manager
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marker as in Figure 4.2 can be plotted in a more intuitive manner than with the time-series
plot. Again, there is a trade-off between precise data and intuition — position and temporal
information are present in the plot but cannot be read as precisely as in the time-series plot of
Figure 4.2. Supra-chunk trajectory plots are useful for observing how a single marker moves
over a longer time period and I have made these for one of our lab publications so far [Jensenius
et al., 2012].
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Figure 4.6: The trajectory of a single marker can be shown in 2D or 3D plots. Time can be shown
by colour-coding the trajectory. The marker shown in the plots is the same right wrist marker as in
Figure 4.2.

4.1.4 High-Dimensional Feature Vectors and Multiple Data Series
When it is desirable to visualise an entire full-body mocap recording or a set of time-varying
features describing the data, colour information can be used to indicate the position of each
marker, or the magnitude of the features.

Meinard Müller [2007] used colour information to visualise 39 features in his motion tem-
plates. In this technique each feature is assigned a separate row in a matrix and the time-frames
are shown in the columns. This allows studying a high number of dimensions on a timeline,
and provides an overview of patterns in the mocap data. An example is shown in Figure 4.7.
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Figure 4.7: Example of Müller’s visualisation technique for motion templates, showing the ten first
features (not based on actual data). The top two rows show values that alternate between 0 and 1,
something that could represent some feature of the left and right foot respectively in a walking pattern.



4.1. Visualisation of Motion Data 43

A similar technique can also be used to show positions of a larger number of markers by as-
signing the markers to individual rows and projecting the spatial coordinates onto a colourspace
[Jensenius et al., 2009]. Figure 4.8 shows a so-called mocapgram of the 24 markers in the same
piano performance as used in the plots above. Marker names following Vicon’s plugin gait2

convention are shown on the left. The XYZ coordinates have been projected onto red, green
and blue, respectively and the values in each row are normalised. Although we can not tell the
precise position of the markers from the plot, certain clear patterns can be seen — for instance
the large trajectories in the right arm (RELB,RWEI,RHAO,RHAI) at 22, 33 and 40 seconds. Note
also the almost binary pattern in the right toe (RTOE) when the sustain pedal is pressed.
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Figure 4.8: Mocapgram showing 3D position coordinates mapped onto a colourspace.

In my own research I needed to display the results of a large number of motion capture
sequences in order to show general tendencies in the data. I developed mocapgrams further, in
a script in Matlab for visualising data [Kozak et al., 2012, Nymoen et al., 2012]. Figure 4.9 is
adopted from Paper VII, and shows how multiple motion capture recordings can be compared
(in this case only 5 recordings). The use of these plots in the paper involved comparing motion
capture data with a sound stimulus. The stimulus started 0.5 seconds after the start of the motion
capture recording and ended 0.5 seconds before the recording ended. As shown in the figure
the value of each data series is given as a shade of grey, here normalised between 0 and 1. The
mean value of the 5 data series at each time-frame is shown as a dashed line, with two dotted
lines showing the standard deviation. The units for the mean value plot are on the left axis.
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Figure 4.9: Mocapgram example, adopted from [Nymoen et al., 2012].

2http://fourms.wiki.ifi.uio.no/MoCap_marker_names

http://fourms.wiki.ifi.uio.no/MoCap_marker_names
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The mocapgrams do not give precise information on the value in each time-series since the
different shades of grey may be difficult to distinguish. However, the temporal information is
as precise as in any time-series plot, and the plots facilitate illustration of the distribution of a
large number of time-series. Figure 4.10 shows an example of how this technique can display a
larger number of mocap recordings. The figure shows the absolute acceleration of a rigid object
in 122 recordings, all of which are sound-tracings of sound objects with impulsive onsets.

Figure 4.10: Mocapgram showing 122 data
series of acceleration data. The data stem from
sound-tracings of sounds with impulsive onsets.
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4.1.5 Realtime Visualisation
The MoCap Toolbox is an excellent tool for working with recorded motion capture data. How-
ever, I missed an interactive 3D visualisation functionality, which could allow playing back mo-
tion capture data at different tempi, synchronised with sound files, with support for scrubbing
back and forth in the recording and looping short segments of the motion capture data. I there-
fore implemented an addon to Toivianen’s MoCap toolbox, which allows 3D display of motion
capture data with scrubbing, looping, zooming, rotating and tempo adjustments, synchronised
with audio. The implementation with an example recording is available for download at the
fourMs website, along with a video that demonstrates the functionality.3 Figure 4.11 shows a
screenshot of this tool in action, and more details on the tool are provided in Section 5.3.

While visualisations of sound and motion features are useful, they are rarely a sufficient
means of analysis. The sections below cover various quantitative methods that can be applied
in experiments on correspondences between sound and motion features.

4.2 Statistical Tests
We can use visualisation techniques or simple statistical measures such as mean and standard
deviation to get an indication of differences between various groups of data. However, the indi-
cations obtained from inspecting visualisations alone should preferably be tested quantitatively.
Take as an example a comparison of the body mass of male Danish and Swedish citizens. Just
by walking around the streets of Denmark and Sweden we could get a visual impression of the
difference (or similarity) between the two populations, but to check the accuracy of our impres-
sion we would need to measure the body mass of the people. Since we cannot possibly measure

3http://fourms.uio.no/downloads/software/mcrtanimate

http://fourms.uio.no/downloads/software/mcrtanimate
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Figure 4.11: My implementation of interactive 3D animation for Toiviainen’s MoCap Toolbox.

this for every male person in these countries, we select a subset from each country, called a
sample. If the samples consist of a hundred Danes and a hundred Swedes chosen at random, the
mean mass of the Danes and Swedes will probably be different by a small amount, and there
will be some variation within the groups of Swedes and Danes. If the difference between the
means is large and the variation within each group is small, we can be quite certain that there
is a difference between the populations. However, if the difference is small and the variation
within each group is large, we cannot generalise the result to count for the entire Danish and
Swedish populations.

Similar problems are commonly faced in many research areas. Various statistical tests can
be used to assess the statistical significance of the difference between two samples. In other
words these tests estimate the probability that there is a difference between two populations
based on a sample drawn from the populations. In some of my papers results from t-test4 and
analysis of variance (ANOVA) are reported. The tests have been applied to compare global
motion features for various groups of motion capture recordings; for instance, to assess the
statistical significance of the difference between onset acceleration for sound-tracings related
to sounds with a soft onset and sounds with an impulsive onset.

The statistical tests discussed here assume that the data samples in each set are normally
distributed. The results from the tests are thus exactly correct only for normal populations,
something which is never the case in real life [Moore and McCabe, 2006]. If we use a larger
sample size, the standard deviations of the set will approach the true standard deviation of the
population. Thus the robustness of statistical tests increases with the sizes of the samples that are
tested. Moore and McCabe [2006] state that even clearly skewed (i.e. not normally distributed)
populations can be tested with t-tests when the sample size is larger than 40.

4Also called Student’s t-test, after the inventor W. Gosset who was prevented by his employer from publishing
under his own name. He published this technique under the pseudonym “Student” [Moore and McCabe, 2006].
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4.2.1 t-test
A t-test can be used to test the statistical significance of the difference between random samples
from two populations. The process involves defining a null hypothesis, stating that the means
of the populations are equal, and this null-hypothesis is verified or falsified upon the t-test. For
the sake of comparing results between experiments three measures are provided when reporting
the results of t-tests: (1) The degrees of freedom (df )5 is calculated from the sample size, and
describes the number of values that are free to vary. (2) The t-statistic is calculated from the
sample sizes as well as the standard deviations and mean values of the samples. (3) The p-value
is the probability that the null-hypothesis is true, and is derived from the t-statistic.

The p-value denotes the probability that the two samples stem from populations with equal
mean values. The sizes, means and standard deviations of the samples are used to estimate this
probability. The p-value is used to infer whether the difference between the two distributions
is statistically significant. A significance level (↵) is defined and if p is less than this value, the
result is said to be statistically significant at level ↵. Typical levels for ↵ are between 0.001 and
0.05 [Moore and McCabe, 2006].

4.2.2 Analysis of Variance
In many cases Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) rather than the t-test is applicable. Like the t-
test ANOVA tests for statistically significant differences between groups, but can take multiple
groups into account. In other words while a t-test can be used to assess the statistical signif-
icance of the difference in two sample means, an ANOVA can be applied to test whether the
observed difference in mean values of several groups is statistically significant.

Furthermore, ANOVA allows measurement of the significance of several factors, or features,
at once. For instance, in the example with Danes and Swedes presented above, the age of those
measured could be added in the analysis. This would allow us to infer whether there is a
difference in body mass between Danes and Sweden and, further, whether age is related to
mass.

ANOVAs do not use the t-statistic but rather an F-statistic. This statistic is based on the
variations within each group and between the groups [Moore and McCabe, 2006]. In addition
to the F-statistic the degrees of freedom and the p-value are specified when reporting ANOVA
results.

4.3 Correlation
In real life we daily encounter variables that are related. The value of the volume knob on a
hi-fi system is related to the sound level of the output, and the number of floors in a building is
related to the number of steps in the stairs. If we want to determine whether or not there is a
relation between two variables in a data set and how strong the relation is, we need a measure
to describe how the variables correlate.

Correlation is a measure of the direction and strength of the relationship between two quan-
titative variables [Moore and McCabe, 2006]. The value of a correlation is between -1 and 1,

5Not to be confused with the term degrees of freedom (DOF) in motion tracking.
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where a correlation of 1 denotes a full dependence between the two variables, and -1 denotes a
full negative dependence between the variables.

Several methods are available for determining correlation coefficients. Firstly, the Pearson
correlation coefficient measures the linear dependence between variables. When the two vari-
ables are plotted on separate axes in a scatterplot a Pearson correlation coefficient of 1 means
that all the samples in the two variables follow a straight ascending line, and similarly a correla-
tion coefficient of -1 shows as a straight descending line, as shown on the left in Figure 4.12 [Zou
et al., 2003]. Non-linear correlations may also exist, for instance if one of the input variables
stems from a skewed distribution. This is particularly true in music-related research, where sev-
eral sound features scale logarithmically (e.g. loudness and pitch). For non-linear relations, the
Spearman ⇢ measure is more applicable than the Pearson correlation. Non-linearity is achieved
by ranking (ordering) the input variables and calculating the Pearson correlation from the rank,
rather than the variable value [Spearman, 1904]. The result is that a continuously rising or
falling tendency in a scatter plot will have correlation coefficients of 1 and -1 respectively, as
shown on the right in Figure 4.12.
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Figure 4.12: The difference between Pearson correlation and Spearman ⇢. Pearson correlation measures
the linear relation between the variables, and Spearman ⇢ uses a ranking of the variables to measure the
monotonic relation between them.

4.3.1 Correlation and Music-Related Time-Series
Emery Schubert [2002] and later also several other researchers [e.g., Vines et al., 2006, Upham,
2012, Kussner, 2012] have presented critical views on the common practice in music cognition
research of uncritically applying the Pearson correlation measure to time-series of music-related
data without taking into account the serial nature of the data. Specifically, the correlation co-
efficients cannot be tested for statistical significance because the value of each sample is not
drawn randomly from a normal distribution. This is because the value at each time step will be
dependent on the value in the immediately preceding time steps. Take as an example a 200 Hz
motion capture recording — it is impossible to have ones arms fully stretched in one time step
and then fully contracted in the next time step (5 milliseconds later). Consequently the sample
value in each time-frame is likely to be close to the previous sample value, and unlikely to be
far away from that value. This effect is known as serial correlation.

Some approaches have been suggested to make correlation measures more applicable when
analysing time-series in music research. For instance, the serial correlation may be lowered by
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downsampling the data series, or by applying the correlation analysis to the first-order difference
(derivative) of the data series [Schubert, 2002]. Furthermore, Spearman ⇢ has been suggested
as a more appropriate measure than Pearson correlation, since the ranking of sample values
in Spearman ⇢ prevents the inflation of the correlation coefficient that occurs with Pearson
correlation [Schubert, 2002].

Upham [2012] argues that the correlation coefficients themselves can be useful measures,
but that one cannot uncritically report on the statistical significance of correlations between
data-series, for instance by running statistical tests on the correlation coefficients. Schubert
[2002] also argues that inspecting the correlation coefficients can be useful as an assessment of
the distribution of correlations within a single data set. However, because of the problems with
serial correlation the coefficients should not be used for comparison of data sets that have been
gathered in different circumstances.

4.3.2 Cross-Correlation
The correlation between two variables is a measure of the relation between them. We may
not be interested in this relation per se, but rather how it is affected by some other factor. For
instance, we can examine how the correlation coefficient between two time-series changes if
we shift one of the time-series back or forth in time. In this manner the correlation between the
time-series becomes a function of a time-shift (lag) applied to one of them. This process, called
cross-correlation, is shown in Figure 4.13.
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Figure 4.13: Illustration of cross-correlation. Both of the functions in the top plot have a periodic
tendency at 0.5 Hz, with a phase difference of the quarter of a wavelength (0.5 s). The correlation is
highest when the red dashed line is shifted back 0.5 s or forward 1.5 s.

Cross-correlation applied to two related time-series can give an indication of any time lag
between them. In my research I have applied this technique to the orientation data6 from two
tracking systems running in parallel in order to analyse the latency of one system as compared
with the other. Cross-correlation can also be applied to find periodicities within a single time-
series. In other words we can find repeating patterns in the time-series by calculating its correla-

6Actually the first order difference of orientation data. This is presented in more detail in Paper III.
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tion with itself as a function of a time lag, a process known as autocorrelation. If the time-series
is periodic, the resulting cross-correlation function will have peaks at every wavelength.

4.3.3 Canonical Correlation
The correlation approaches discussed above measure the relation between two variables. Canon-
ical correlation analysis (CCA) is slightly different in that it measures the relation between two
sets of variables [Hotelling, 1936]. As shown by Caramiaux et al. [2010] CCA can be applied
to a set of sound features and a set of motion features to analyse how several sound features and
several motion features relate to each other. In this case CCA finds two sets of basis vectors, one
for the sound features and the other for the motion features, such that the correlations between
the projections of the features onto these basis vectors are mutually maximized [Borga, 2001].7

CCA is illustrated in Figure 4.14. The first projection of sound and motion features onto
their respective basis vectors is that in which the correlation between the projected features is
maximised. These projections are known as the first canonical variates.8 The second canonical
variates follow by projecting the features onto basis vectors that are orthogonal to the first basis
vectors, i.e. the second canonical variates are uncorrelated to the first variates. This is repeated
until all the dimensions in the sound features or motion features are covered (e.g. if there are 4
sound features and 3 motion features, 3 sets of canonical variates are calculated).

-1

0

1

2
Variable X

-1

0

1

2
Variable Y

Projection matrices,
e.g. calculated by 
canoncorr function 
in Matlab

Projected variables
(canonical variates)

Input variables, e.g. 
sound features (X)
and 
motion features (Y)

A = 
2.4554   -0.1189
0.0610    2.7208

B = 
 2.8384    0.2493
-0.6201   -2.3117

-2

0

2

4
X projected onto A

-5

0

5
Y projected onto B

Correlations between X and Y

corr(      ,      ) =  0.68
corr(      ,      ) =  0.06
corr(      ,      ) =  0.01
corr(      ,      ) = -0.09

Correlations between XA and YB
corr(      ,      ) =  0.71
corr(      ,      ) =  0
corr(      ,      ) =  0
corr(      ,      ) =  0.09

Figure 4.14: Illustration of canonical correlation. The correlations between the variables at the top are
between -0.09 and 0.68. By projecting the variables onto new spaces two projected variables are found.
The maximum correlation between the two sets is explained between the first canonical variates (0.71),
and the correlation between the first and second variate is 0. A similar example applied to sound and
motion features is shown in Paper VIII.

In my papers I have followed the approach of Caramiaux et al. [2010] and inspected the
canonical loadings when interpreting the results of a canonical correlation analysis. This in-

7To readers familiar with Principal Component Analysis (PCA), CCA may be understood as a similar phe-
nomenon. PCA operates on a set of variables within a single data set, explaining as much as possible of the
variance in the first principal component. Then second principal component then explains as much of the remain-
ing variance as possible, and so forth. Rather than explaining variance within a single set of variables, CCA tries
to explain the maximum correlation between two sets of variables in the first canonical variates, and then as much
as possible of the “remaining” correlation in the second canonical variates.

8In my papers I have referred to these as canonical components, but the term canonical variates seems to be
more commonly used.
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volves calculating the correlation between the input features and their corresponding canonical
variate. A high canonical loading between an input variable and a canonical variate indicates
that the input variable is pertinent to the correlation described by the particular canonical variate.

One weakness of canonical correlation analysis, especially if a large number of features are
used, is the possibility of “overfitting” the CCA to the data. This means that the CCA might
give very good solutions that are not due to actual correlations, but rather to small levels of
noise in the data that are exploited by the CCA [Melzer et al., 2003]. For this reason limited
numbers of sound and motion features have been used in my analyses.

4.4 Pattern Recognition-Based Classification
An analysis approach distinctly different from the correlation methods presented above consid-
ers an entire data set and implements a classifier algorithm to search for patterns within the set.
Fortunately, a wide variety of ready-made implementations of computer classifiers is available,
so these methods can be applied without detailed knowledge of the algorithms involved. In
my work I have analysed the motion recordings with a Support Vector Machine (SVM) classi-
fier. This technique was chosen because it typically matches or outperforms other classification
techniques in terms of error rate [Burges, 1998]. I have used the software Rapidminer to imple-
ment the classifiers in my research [Mierswa et al., 2006]. This software includes a wide range
of classifiers and a user interface which greatly facilitates the classification task. SVM is im-
plemented in Rapidminer by the LIBSVM library [Chang and Lin, 2011], which also contains
useful scripts for optimising certain parameters of the classifier. Basic concepts of computer
classifiers and support vector machines are outlined below, as well as details of how classifica-
tion results can be analysed.

In computer-based classification each instance in a data set is usually represented by a class
ID and a feature vector. The class ID is equal among all instances in a class, and the feature
vector is specific to each instance. If we want to classify fruit, and look at the class ‘apple’,
all apples will have ‘apple’ as their class ID, but features such as ‘colour’, ‘size’ and ‘shape’
will vary. The data set is typically split into two subsets: a training set and a validation set.
The classifier uses the data in the training set to develop rules for what is common between the
instances in a class, and what distinguishes these instances from other classes. Continuing the
fruit example above, a classifier may primarily use ‘shape’ to distinguish bananas from apples,
but other features like ‘size’ or ‘color’ may be necessary to differentiate apples from peaches or
oranges.

4.4.1 Support Vector Machines
A Support Vector Machine (SVM) classifier is trained to find a hyperplane in the feature space
between the classes of training data [Duda et al., 2000]. Figure 4.15 shows the location of the
optimal hyperplane between two classes, where three instances make up the so-called support
vectors, which are equally close to the hyperplane.

It is often the case that the training data are not linearly separable. When this is so, the
support vector machine increases the dimensionality of the feature space by a kernel function.
This process is illustrated in Figure 4.16.



4.4. Pattern Recognition-Based Classification 51

x
x

x

x

x
x

x

x

o

oo

o

o

o

o
o

o

o

o

class -1

class 1

Figure 4.15: The optimal hyperplane (which in this 2-dimensional case
means a line) is located between the support vectors. The classes are
named -1 and 1, corresponding to the way in which this hyperplane is
derived, where the two margins (dashed lines) are found -1 and 1 times a
certain vector from the hyperplane [Duda et al., 2000].

0 5 10 15 20
xx x x o o o o ooooo

0 5 10 15 20
0

20

40

60

xx x x

o
o

o

o

o

o
o

o

o

One-dimensional data. The two 
classes (x and o) are not linearly separable.

The data is made two-dimensional through
 a kernel function y = (x-9) . This makes the 
classes linearly separable.

2

x

y

x
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4.4.2 Validating the Classifier
After the training process the performance of the classifier is evaluated by classifying the in-
stances in the validation set. The evaluation can be measured using terms from the field of
document retrieval, namely precision and recall [Salton and Lesk, 1968]. Continuing with the
fruit classification example above, let us say that we want to retrieve all the apples from a fruit
basket. We pick fruit from the basket; mostly apples but also a few oranges. We fail to notice
some of the apples in the basket. Precision then denotes the ratio between the number of apples
picked and the total number of fruits we picked (including oranges). Recall denotes the ratio
between the number of apples picked and the total number of apples that were present in the
basket in the first place.

Applied to computer classification, this measure shows correctly classified instances rather
than correctly retrieved documents (or fruit), and we get precision and recall measures for each
class. We define class precision (CP) and class recall (CR) for class i as:

CPi =
||Ri \ Ai||

||Ai||
and CRi =

||Ri \ Ai||
||Ri||

,

where ||Ai|| denotes the number of examples classified as i, and ||Ri|| denotes the total numbers
of examples in class i. In other words CP denotes the ratio between correctly classified examples
and all the examples the classifier predicted to be in the specific class. CR denotes the ratio
between correctly classified examples and the true number of examples in class i. Figure 4.17
shows how both measures are necessary to get a good assessment of the performance of the
classifier: 100 % class precision could mean that the class has been drawn too narrowly, and a
100 % class recall could mean that the class has been defined too broadly.
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Figure 4.17: In the figure to the left 100 % class precision is obtained. However, several examples
that should have been included are left out. To the right all the examples have been included in the
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When the data set is of limited size a technique called cross-validation can be used to obtain
a larger number of examples in the validation set [Duda et al., 2000]. That is, multiple classifi-
cations and validations are performed and the examples present in the validation set are different
each time. In my experiments I applied the leave-one-out principle which entails using the en-
tire data set but one example for training the classifier, and subsequently performing validation
with the remaining example. The process is repeated as many times as there are examples in
the data set, such that each example is used once for validation.

More detailed results than the precision and recall are obtained by inspecting the classifier
results in a confusion matrix. This matrix shows the distribution of the examples in the vali-
dation set and how they were classified. An example of what the confusion matrix looks like
is given in Table 4.1. Systematic classification errors may be revealed by the confusion matrix
and such errors may suggest that there are similarities between classes. Examples of how this
can be applied to sound and motion analysis will be given in the included Papers V and VIII.

Table 4.1: Confusion matrix showing a classification result. Each row shows the classifications (predic-
tions) made by the classifier and each column shows the actual classes of the examples. The correctly
classified examples are found along the diagonal marked in grey. This particular table suggests that
classes 1 and 3 have some similarities.

True 1 True 2 True 3 Class Precision
Predicted 1 6 0 5 55 %
Predicted 2 1 10 1 83 %
Predicted 3 3 0 4 57 %

Class Recall 60 % 100 % 40 %

4.5 Summary
This chapter has introduced various methods of analysing correspondences between sound and
motion. Sound and action objects can be described with time-varying features, meaning features
that describe how the sound or motion evolves at regular time-intervals. They can also be
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described by global features, meaning a single value or typological description that describes
the entire object.

The chapter presented techniques for visualising motion data and how the visualisations can
be applied to obtain an overview of general tendencies within a single motion recording or a
set of recordings. The visualisations may be useful in combination with statistical tests, such
as t-tests and ANOVAs, which can be applied to test the significance of tendencies in the data.
Furthermore, the chapter examined how various correlation measures can be applied to evaluate
the correlation between sound and motion features. While correlation coefficients can usually
be tested for statistical significance, this is not recommended for continuous sound and motion
features given the serial nature of the data. Finally, the use of a computer-based classifier was
introduced, with an example of how a confusion matrix can be analysed to get an indication of
similar classes.
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