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Why was the EU awarded the Nobel 
Peace prize 2012? 

http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/2012/announcement.html


 



WTO and Peace 

• http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis
_e/10thi_e/10thi09_e.htm 

http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/10thi_e/10thi09_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/10thi_e/10thi09_e.htm


Natural resource commodities 

• Pay for wars 
• Fuel for many rebel armies (generate income) 
• Consequences: prolonged conflicts and grave 

socio-economic effects:  
– environmental degradation,  
– mismanagement,  
– loss of access,  
– pollution,  
– loss of livelihoods for peoples,  
– loss of income for the state 
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Examples 

• Diamonds 

• Ivory 

• Timber 

• Oil 
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Ivory 

• WWF: over 20.000 elephants are killed                            
each year for their ivory tusks 

• Rebel groups use the illegal ivory trade as a source of 
generating finances   

• Significant depletion of elephant population in 
Central Africa 

• United Nations Security Council Resolutions, 2134 
(2014)  and 2136 (2014) on 28 January and 30 
January 2014 respectively 

• Individuals or entities involved in illegal exploitation 
of natural resources, including poaching and illicit 
wildlife trade will be subject to travels bans and asset 
freeze 7 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/04/world/africa/africas-elephants-are-being-slaughtered-in-poaching-frenzy.html?pagewanted=all&module=Search&mabReward=relbias:w


Tropical Timber 

• Links between timber exploitation and                           
conflict 

• No global agreement on protecting forests 
• …except for protecting forests for climate purposes 
• REDD-plus: cooperation between developed and 

developing countries under the UNFCCC 
• Addresses development needs and environmental 

concerns 
• Safeguards: (examples) 

– transparent and effective national forest governance 
structures and respect for the knowledge and  

– rights of indigenous peoples and members of local 
communities 
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Oil 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/16/world/oil-dispute-takes-a-page-from-congos-bloody-past.html?smid=nytcore-iphone-share&smprod=nytcore-iphone&_r=0


Diamonds 

• Sierra Leone, DRC, Angola, Liberia, IC 
• Diamonds fuel conflict 
• Horrible labour standards, child labour, gross 

human rights violations 
• UN General Assembly Resolution 55/56(2000) 

and SC Res. 1459 (2003) 
• Kimberley process (www.kimberleyprocess.com) 

• Waiver for conflict diamonds under                                    
Art. IX:3 Marrakesh Agreement                             
Establishing the WTO  

• Critique 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zdtt1WWuMBM
http://www.worldpolicy.org/journal/winter2013/kimberleys-illicit-process


Blood Diamonds 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtPX2kXhu7I
http://www.imdb.com/media/rm3998716416/tt0450259

