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Lecture 6 

Jetlines – Parker 
spiral – plasma, 
magnetic field 

Sectoring, current 
sheets 
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Cometary tails 

Comet tails come in two 
flavors: the ion tail and the 
dust tail. The ion tail is thin, 
blue and linear - points 
directly away from the Sun.  
 
The dust tail is white, broad 
and points generally (but not 
precisely) away from the Sun  
 





ACE solar wind data 
Situated at L1 

• http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/ace/ 



Gas dynamic model solutions 



 



Magnetic field not contained in the gas dynamic solar 
wind model is also important!! 

 



 

Plasma Flow 
Magnetic field 



Parker Spiral 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSuiAGfBa
Hk&feature=channel&list=UL 


