




Tsunami at Sumatra 26. December 2004, 2.5 hour after earthquake
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Modelled tsunami 2.5 
hours after earthquake



>280,000 casualties



Southwestern coast of Sri Lanka shortly before the tsunami struck



Southwestern coast of Sri Lanka shortly after the tsunami struck



The Indonesian province of 
Aceh was hit hardest by the 
earthquake and tsunamis of 
December 26, 2004. 

Aceh is located on the 
northern tip of the island of 
Sumatra. The largest waves 
struck the northwestern 
coast of Sumatra. The town 
of Lhoknga, on the west 
coast of Sumatra near the 
capital of Aceh, Banda 
Aceh, was completely 
destroyed by the tsunami, 
with the exception of the 
mosque (white circular 
feature) in the city’s center.



Aceh province of northern 
Sumatra, Indonesia, on December 
17, 2004, before the quake 
(bottom), and on December 29, 
2004 (top), three days after the 
catastrophe. 

On December 17, the green 
vegetation along the west coast 
appears to reach all the way to the 
sea, with an occasional stretch of 
sand (white). After the earthquake 
and tsunamis, the entire western 
coast is lined with a purplish-
brown border. The brownish 
border could be deposited sand, or 
perhaps exposed soil that was 
stripped bare of vegetation when 
the large waves rushed ashore and 
then raced away. Another 
possibility is that parts of the 
coastline may have sunk as the sea 
floor near the plate boundary rose. 
In places the brown strip reaches 
inland to a distance of about 2 
miles. .



31. December 2004.

Western coastline of 
Thailand in the Phang-
Nga province, about 50 
kilometers north of the 
island of Phuket. In these 
images, vegetation is 
dark red, while bare 
earth is grey. 

















Tsunami sweeps across Cocoanut Island, Hilo Bay, Hawaii, 1975



Tsunami breaking over Pier No. 1 in Hilo Harbor, Hawaii, 1975.

The man indicated by the arrow did not survive



Valdez, Alaska, showing extent of inundation along coastline, 1964



Plank in a truck tire at 
Whittier, Alaska, 1964



Scotch Cap Lighthouse 
on Unimak Island, 
Alaska as it looked 
before the earthquake 
and tsunami, 1964.



Scotch Cap Lighthouse 
on Unimak Island, 
Alaska as it looked after 
the earthquake and 
tsunami, 1964.
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Papua, New Guinea
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Papua, New Guinea










