
Why design 
fiction?

SWATI SRIVASTAVA

BEYOND USABILITY AND USER TESTING 
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A little about me

Interaction designer & researcher

(PhD Fellow)Consumption practices and 

sustainable ownership  

Lead designer, Otovo AS
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5 500+ SOLAR INSTALLATIONS 
130 000+ PANELS INSTALLED
144 EMPLOYEES ACROSS EUROPE

Scaling residential 
solar across Europe

NORWAY • SWEDEN • FRANCE • POLAND • ITALY • BRAZIL • GERMANY • SPAIN 

https://pitch.com/?utm_medium=app&utm_source=pdf-export


Design fiction
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PRODUCT
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PRODUCT

Or, a service
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Did the thing do what 

we wanted it to do? 

And, Make and test 

(user test) 
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Also pushes its weight on the 
cultural and physical environment it 
is positioned within.

However what you create, 
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Side 
shows
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Side 
effects
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Engages further than the problem 

Beyond the intended context 

Carving the direction our world is 

transitioning in.

 

 
 

 THE PRODUCT PUSH
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Opportunities

Unanticipated 

tangents

Challenges 
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Design fiction is a 
methodological 

approach to thinking 
about these 

implications success 
of our designs. 

OPPORTUNITIES

UNANTICIPATED 
TANGENTS

CHALLENGES 
- Sustainable design fiction: Green practices - Ron wakkary, Audrey 
Desjardins, sabrina hauser, maestri
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It is a way to materialise 

and make tangible scenarios

 about near future through 

mundane artefacts. 

NEURAL PROJECT  PANDEY SUMIT • SRIVATAVA SWATI 
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HOW LIFE IS LIVED, HOW TECHNOLOGY IS USED

IMPLICATIONS OF DESIGN

Design fiction 
focusses on 
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TRAJECTORIES

alternatives and 
unexpected trajectories 

it can potentially set in 
motion 

EMERGING NETWORKS

The tertiary network of 
things it might use or 

change 

PROPOSITIONS

Making multiple 
propositions mean leading 

to a productive 
conversation about what 

is next

DESIGN FICTION

Design fiction 
offers plausible
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Narratives, prototypes and 
physical evidences

CREDIT: NEAR FUTURE LABORATORY NEURAL PROJECT  PANDEY SUMIT • SRIVATAVA SWATI 
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(A) DESIGN FICTION  
PROCESS

1. Extrapolating trends to micro futures

2. Exploring the consequences 
3. World building

4. Short stories

5. Making it tangible
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Material 
futures

DESIGN FICTION • STORYTELLING
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What might 
ownership of things 
look like eight 
years from now?
2018, Situated in Oslo, Norway, the narrative is constructed around the speculation about the 
practices around possession and dispossession of everyday things in the near future. 
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Created, clustered and combined current trends of ownership 
with present-day field study insights to develop a set of micro 

futures

01Extrapolating from 

trends 
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Open-ended ideation and brainstorming on the possible values, 
myths, rituals of the micro futures at three levels:  Individual 

• Community • City.

02Exploring the phenomenon
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Using divergent approach for 
unconstrained ideation 

03World building using 

"Things from the future" 

Game

https://pitch.com/?utm_medium=app&utm_source=pdf-export


Building a set small fiction narrative representing every day of 
2025 concerning ownership and lifestyles.

04Short stories about the 

future

Topical news, advertisements, and conversation between a couple, 
to suspend the disbelief and for the audience to have a short but 

a tangible firsthand experience.
 

05Making it real
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Topical news, 
advertisements, 
and 
conversation 
between a couple

05Making it real using
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Artefact/Product
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Artefact/articles
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Artefact/Branding
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Artefact/Article
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Artefact/Website

https://pitch.com/?utm_medium=app&utm_source=pdf-export


Artefact/Article

A created product or 

service taps into and 
begins to affect a 

network of people and 
processes. Instead of 

leaving these affects to 

make themselves visible 
on their own, we can try 

bring a new design in the 
world with more 

awareness about its 

influence. 

https://pitch.com/?utm_medium=app&utm_source=pdf-export


Today, 
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End to end digitised 
service making 
solar, an everyday 
reality in Europe. 

AN IMAGINED FUTURE THAT WE ARE LIVING THROUGH, 
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2022
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Summer 
Internship 
at Otovo
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We offer summer internships in 

Product design, data science, 

modern tech stack. Interested 

in helping us accelerate the 

green shift from Central Oslo? 

Join us!
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Thank you

SWATISR@OTOVO.COM
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