Course: TOOL 5100, spring 2008

Instructors: Anders Mørch, Kathrine Nygård (and in beginning and end Sisse Finken)

Topic: Computer-Supported Collaborative Learning (CSCL) is the field concerned with how Information and Communication Technology (ICT) might support learning in groups (co-located and distributed). It is also about understanding the actions and activities mediated by ICT in their contribution to collaborative work and learning. Educational applications of ICT range from generic collaboration environments (e.g. discussion forums) to tools for developing domain-specific knowledge. Two examples of specialized technology are critiquing systems and real-time awareness mechanisms. Web 2.0 applications are new forms of collaboration environments that are likely to have an impact on CSCL in the future. The research questions addressed in CSCL include how individuals learn with specific tools, how small groups interact and develop shared meanings, and even how institutions change and create new conditions for teaching and learning.

The course provides an introduction to CSCL: The basic problems, research issues and educational technologies. It is motivated by practical problems, which are illustrated by ongoing projects at InterMedia and Informatics as well as reported in the literature. The issues are understood in terms of theories of social interaction and collaborative learning like the theories of intersubjectivity and trialogical learning. The main perspective adopted for the course is the socio-cultural (and dialogical) perspective, but we also have a paper on the cognitive approach to CSCL.  From a socio-cultural point of view empirical research is about analyzing processes, contexts, artifacts, and effects of intersubjectivity, and technology development is about the affordances and constraints of educational applications, collaboration technologies that supports interaction and learning.

Course requirements: for participation in the course and to take the final exam are:

· Introduce one of the themes in the course (selected from a group of 6), and give a presentation (approx 30 minutes) that covers 1-2 papers from the literature list for that theme

· Write a one-page summary note of three other themes (covering 2-3 papers), which is due 12 noon the day of the seminar and sent by email to Anders, which ends with 2-3 questions and will be used during class to start discussion (worth 10% of final grade)

· Project proposal, 1 page (due February 29)

· Mid term report (semi finished project report), 5 pages (due April 4) 

· Final project report, 10-12 pages (due May 20) (worth 40% of final grade)

· Project presentation, each group presents in about 15 minutes (May 27)

Evaluation:  Oral exam, June 3  (not yet confirmed with sensor) (worth 50% of final grade)

Project: You will work in groups of about two (1-3) and identify a project of relevance to the themes of the course and your interest. The project should involve a technology component (either for use/analysis or design). Here are some examples: 1) Choose an existing collaboration tool and evaluate its learning potential, 2) choose an existing educational technology and suggest how it can be extended with collaborative learning features, 3) choose a CSCL tool and analyze its various technological components and adoption potential to a new context (chosen by yourself), 4) perform an interaction analysis or make use of some other empirical method to analyze the use of a CSCL tool in a specific setting (e.g. classroom, workplace). Other projects are also possible (send us ideas). All projects should make use of concepts from the literature in the write up (explanation of technological features, manual analysis of user interaction data, etc).

Collaboration technology: In the course we will demonstrate various collaboration environments and educational technologies. For project work we have adopted Confluence WIKI as a shared space for joint work (http://www.intermedia.uio.no/dashboard.action). 

