
Exam questions SGO 3200 9-15 May 2. 

Ingen hjelpemidler tillatt. 

Students must answer three of the four questions. All questions are 

weighted the same. 

 

 

Guidance for grading. The points listed below is what is expected 

from good exam papers, to get a B.   

 

Question 1 

a) What is a niche according to the Multi-Level-Perspective (MLP)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

b) How can a niche become part of a regime? Use examples.  
 

 

The emergence of wind energy in Denmark based on the paper by  Gard & Karnøe 2012 is a 

very good example, from the early days of niche development in the 1970/80s until today 

where wind energy is part of the energy regime in Europe.  

Electric cars in Norway from the failed attempts of producing the Think! car in Norway in the 

1990s until today with 8 of 10 new cars being all electric. Fagerberg 2018 and Langhelle et al 

2019 are the relevant papers on the reading list. Use of economic means such as no taxes on 

electric cars from late 1990s until  a few years ago is very important.  

 

 

Question 2 

To understand the lack of sustainable transitions we must understand the role of power, it is 

argued. Flor Avelino (2017) introduces three types of power to analyze power to protect 

what exists, and power to create and change.  

a) Present these three types of power, use examples   

 



 
 

 



 

The oil industry, in particular the Norwegian oil industry can be used as an example of 

reinforcive power. The early phases of electric cars and wind energy are examples of 

innovative power. Later phases are examples of transformative power.   

 

Question 3 

a) What is a circular economy according to the Ellen McArthur Foundation? 

Students should start with describing the “Butterfly model” of the circular economy as 

presented by the Ellen McArthur foundation, key point below: 

 



b) What are the strengths and weaknesses with Ellen McArthurs definition of a circular 

economy? 

 

 

c) How is the Global South integrated in a circular economy? Use an example. 

 

The paper by Fevrier on the role of Accra/Ghana in circulating electronics is an excellent 

example. Key points below  

 

 



 

Question 4 

a) Present Ecological modernization theory. 

 

Some key points: 

 

b) Discuss strengths and weaknesses with the theory 

The points above serve as point of departure for a discussion. 

 

c) Discuss the current state of environmental politics in Norway, or any other country, 

considering Ecological modernization theory  

 

Some points concerning Norway – this is not a complete list. 



 


