Seminar 4
Question 1) For all to discuss.
A recent debate over at the Poverty to Power blog discusses the issues of evidence based development practices. All groups are expected to have prepared answers for this question and some will be asked to summarize the positions in the debate. What do they argue and how do they argue it? All groups should also be able to discuss what they think about the arguments and all groups will be asked for an opinion.  

The blog put the posts are found here:

Initial post: http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/?p=13344
Reply: http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/?p=13327
Reply to reply: http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/?p=13396
Question 2)

Explain the concept of randomization. Why are randomized evaluations more reliable than all other types of evaluations? What is the critique against the trend of randomization in development economics. Assess this critique and let us know what you think.

Question 3)

Qian (2008) tests if there are economic incentives for parents to prefer girls/boys. 

a) How does she test this? What empirical strategies are used? Are the strategies credible?

b) Do her results necessarily imply that parents’ have more girls when girls are more profitable? What is the additional piece of evidence that she uses to argue that last point?

Question 4)

Jensen and Oster (2009) analyze whether cable TV affects women’s status. Why should economists care about cable TV? Why would TV have an effect on women’s status? How do they analyze the question (focus in particular on how they try to deal with omitted variables)? What do they find and do you think the results are internally valid? Can they distinguish between different mechanisms and are the results externally valid?

