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The research proposal must be uploaded as a pdf file in Inspera before the 
announced deadline. 

The research proposal should outline the background for the project, your research 
questions and how you plan to go about conducting the research. 

The research proposal should contain the following elements: 
• Background 
• Research questions, place/empirical field 
• Relevant literature and previous research within the field (remember to 

reference correctly and list all references in the reference list) 
• Methods  
• Ethical issues 
• Project timeline 
• Reference list 

Word limit of research proposal: 3150-3850 words (excluding references).  

Exams at the University of Oslo may be checked for correct word count. Research 
proposal which do not meet the requirement will not be graded. 

You may submit your research proposal in English, Norwegian, Swedish or Danish. 
 

Research proposal must: 

• Have numbered pages. 

• Have a font size and line spacing which makes it easy to read, for example 
font size 12, with 1,5 line break.  

• Have a front page which specifies: 
o Total number of words 
o The course code and title 
o Semester and year 
o Your candidate number. Do NOT write your name in your research 

proposal. You find your candidate number in Studentweb. 

 



Sources, referencing and cheating: 

Research proposal must be written in accordance with guidelines for citations and 
use of sources. 

• Citations and use of sources at the Faculty of Social 
Sciences: http://www.sv.uio.no/english/studies/resources/sources-and-
references/  

• Use of sources and citations at the University of 
Oslo: http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admin/examinations/sources-citations/ 

• Sources and referencing at ‘Søk & Skriv’:  http://sokogskriv.no/en/sources-
and-references/ 

• The University of Oslo Library’s ‘Writing and Publishing – 
Referencing’: http://www.ub.uio.no/english/writing-
publishing/referencing/index.html 

• Guidelines ‘Praktiske råd for å skrive hjemmeoppgaver’ in 
Norwegian: http://www.sv.uio.no/studier/ressurser/skriver%C3%A5d/skriveraa
d-sai.html 

  
All exams are checked for plagiarism and can be checked for other kinds of 
cheating. Please read about cheating: 
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admin/examinations/cheating/index.html 

  
Research proposal not written in accordance with University regulations may be 
subject to charges of cheating according to ‘Routines for handling suspicion of 
cheating and attempted cheating at the University of 
Oslo’: https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/cheating/administrative-
procedures.html 

 

Best of luck! 
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